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. RE FACE. 


Tu AT the n Letters of a 
Father to his Children are here 
unfolded and laid open to public 
view, is to be aſcribed to the in- 

finite importance of the ſubject on 
which they treat; which is not 
confined to perſon or family, but 
muſt be allowed to be univerſally 
intereſting, and equally meriting 
the attention of every man. And 
if the humbleſt individual from the 
peruſal, ſhould receive under the 
divine teachings the conſolation 


they were written with a view to 


adminiſter more immediately to 
others, it will. prove a ſufficient 
motive for the publication. Indeed 
the Reader will derive one advan- 
. tage from the nature of this cor- 
- rel) pondences 


PREFACE. 


reſpondence, which cannot but ſerve 


to heighten every argument made 


uſe of in the ſubject itſelf ; namely, 
' the ſincerity with which they were 


written. In thoſe letters he beholds 


a Father 1 peaking to his Children 


in the moſt open and undiſguiſed 


manner, and on a topic which is 


too ſolemn to have engaged his pen 
lightly, and too awakening not to 


have called up his warmeſt affec- 
tions. So that here is no room for 
diſſimulation where the eternal in- 
' tereſts of ſuch near and dear rela- 


tions are concerned. | 
How far the object Segel 


from the ſubje& is attained in the 


performance, a peruſal will beſt 


. diſcover. The Reader, however, 
1 deſired ot to overlook the im- 


portance of the thing itſelf, in the 
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| PREFACE, | 
homelineſs of the dreſs in which it 
is cloathed. Elegance of expreſſion 
is not to be fought for in a work 
of this kind. The letters are to 


be conſidered as rather the effuſions 
of the Father and the Friend in an 


affectionate hour, when objects of 


eternal moment occupied his re- 


gard, than ſtndied compoſitions. 


Beſides, the life of the Author hath 


been ſpent for the moſt part, and 
without much variety, in the hum 


ble, unobſerved duties of a paro- 
chial Clergyman. And what ſub- 


ject of finiſhed elegance ought to 


be expected from Aa character of 
this deſcription ? 


It is probable that both the work. : 
itſelf and the performance may 


afford ſubject of deriſion to the gay 


and the ne; ; but theſe 
things 
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- PREPACE. 


things are but for the moment, 


of will become intereſting, and de- 
mand regard. And if in that hour 
thoſe feeble endeavours ſhould mi- 


to ſoften one ſorrow, or to relieve 


deſign will be abundantly anſwered, 
and may the Lord of his believing 
people have all the gl ory. 


= Plymouth, Charles Vi icarages 
| Nov. 22, 1797). 


and then die away. — There is an 
hour haſtening in every man's life, 
in which the ſubje& here treated 


niſter under divine grace conſolation 


one deſponding ſoul, by lighting up 
the valley of the ſhadow of death,: the 
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INTRODUCTORY. LETTER. 


MY DEAR CHILDREN, 


I. Send theſe: letters after you intv the 
world, on the moſt intereſting occaſion, 
which can poſſibly engage the pen of a 
Father. The ſubject indeed is no lefs, | 
than what relates to that grand, and = 4 
(ſtrictly ſpeaking) the only momentous 
part, of exiſtence, your eternal welfare. 

In theſe Letters, I mean to propoſe to 
your ſerious regard, what may prove 
under His gracious teachings, who is 
the Great Comforter of his people, the 
trueſt conſolations of a dying hour, nn 
a review of the evidences of a renewed 1 9 13 
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follow the example. 
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2 LETTERS FROM A FATHER 


We have already converſed on this 


 JubjeR, in ſome of thoſe ſhort, but 
highly intereſting moments, when our 
minds have been under the guidance of 
that light, which like the bright cloud 
in the camp of Iſrael, went before 20 
caft up and prepare the way. But the 
infinite importance of this topic de- 


mands, in my eſteem, ſome more ſub- 


| ſtantial marks, than the tranſiency of 
converſation. | 
behind me, for my children's peruſal, 


1 could wiſh to leave 


the document of a written teſtimony 


upon it, that you may be able, after my 
deceaſe, to have theſe things always in 

remembrance.—It hath been a very com- 
mon uſage in life, for parents to ex- 
Preſs their anxiety for their children's 
welfare, in this way, in addreſſing them 
by letter, on the ſubject, which they 
have had moſt at heart. I ſee no rea- 


ſon why I may not be e um to 
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TO HIS CHILDREN, 3 


8 poſed, in the happineſs of our children, 
is one and the ſame, though the obje& 
of happineſs itſelf, and the means of 
| attainment, may vary. The wiſdom of 
| the world hafh for the moſt part been 
directed in preſcribing rules of the art 
of living: mine I profeſs to is the wiſe 
dom of dying. 
From the firſt moment it pleaſed the 
XZ providence of God to call me to the 
duties and anxieties of the Father, I 
T2 have felt the tender charities of ſuch a 


X77 relationſhip; and the reſiſtleſs claims 
have but increaſed upon me, with i in 


creaſing years. The walking ſeaſons 
of your earlieſt life, while engaged in 
the puerile purſuits of unconſcious 
Childhood, have not unfrequently called 
forth the diſtreſſing apprehenſion for 
your ſafety, And often, when looking 
upon you in the defenceleſs ſtate of 


vou with an affection, not leſs enamouy: 


your ſleeping hours, have J hung over 5 
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4 LETTERS FROM A FATHER 

ed (though arifing from a different 
| ſtream of love) than what the Poet re- 
preſents our firſt Father to have felt, =P 
for the tender object of his regard, 'M 
* and beheld. 


3 which whether waking or aſleep, 
Shot forth peculiar graces.” * 


while in the view, and the imagination 
contemplating the perilous path, to 
which your riper years, if ſpared, would 
neceſſarily be expoſed, I have felt the 
riſing ſigh burſting involuntarily from my = 
"VE accompanied with a prayer not 
unlike the Patriarchs of old, Ok! that 
Ihhmael might live before thee + The 
Parent's heart will know of what J 
ſpeak, and will enter with me into a 
full participation of theſe exquilitely 
tender, but altogether undeſcribable 
feelings, which are peculiarly his own. 


F Milton, Book 5. f Gen, xvii. 18. 
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ro m1s CHILDREN. 5 
To all others 1 am well aware, they 
are among ie joys and ſorrows with 
which a ſtranger cannot intermeddle. 
Through the gracious benignity of an 


indulgent Providence, I have lived to 
ſee you riſing up into life, to act for 


vourſelves : and, one by one, departing 
into the world, like the full-fledged 


offspring of the neſt, taking wing in 


different directions, remote perhaps 


from me, and. from each other, To 


ſend after you the Father's bleſſing, 
and to follow your flight through the 
world, with the Father's prayer, are 
now all the remaining duties I can per. 
form for you; and the only way, in- 
deed, by which I find ſolace to thoſe oc- 
caſional ſeaſons of anxiety which are the 
natural conſequences of our ſeparation. 

And bleſſed be that goodneſs, who, in 


ereCting a throne of grace for the needy 


to approach, hath opened a ſource of 
relief in it for every occaſion.— -This I 


= 3 find Oh 


> it At 


oo - 4 
has « 1 
FRB" 


23 1 TA . * 6 
lee Fe. . 


1.3 7 17 1 2 * 
Wo V1.6 
& Soy aw oaks Y 13 cas 2 ;* 46 K 
Fo * 1 Is «+ A. . N Ae e 00d be * 1 * 1 


POO; PTR SA I ira Wa ty eas — 9797 


6 LETTERS FROM A FATHER 
find to be the outlet of all ſorrow, and 
the inlet of all joy. It is here there- 
fore I have referred all my wiſhes con- 
cerning you, and by prayer and ſupplica- 
tion with thankſeirving made my requeſts 
known unto God: And here upon every 
renewed application I find a growing 
confidence in the divine favour, return- 
ing from every viſit with more of that 
heace of God which paſſeth underſtanding, 
keeping the heart and mind through Chriſt 
Feſus * 

Perhaps the fooliſh fondneſs of the 
Father, in looking back on the rugged 
path of life, which he himſelf hath 
long, and ſometimes painfully trodden, 
would ſend forth the wiſh, that the 

way might be ſoftened and rendered 

leſs trying to his children.—But I ſup- 
preſs the ill- judged deſire. —I have been 

led down to the Potter's houſe, as the 
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'TO HIS CHILDREN, 7 


Prophet we read of was ꝰ to learn ſome 
of thoſe uſeful leſſons there taught; and 


have ſeen enough to diſcover, that 
with all our fancied wiſdom, we are no 
better than ſchool-boys, in framing 
ſchemes for ourſelves ; ; and as incom- 
petent to point out into what mould- 


_ ings, or veſſels for uſe we ſhould be 


formed, as they are to plan for them- 
ſelves ſyſtems of education. There is 


but One unerring Judge of what is 

right. I bleſs God, my children' s ſta- 
tion, be it what it may, is in his ap- 

pointment. And may He give them 
but the grace to ſee from what direc- 
tion the hand appointing comes; and 
as chearfully to bleſs the Appointer: 
and ſure I am the promiſe will be ful 
filled to their experience, which hath 
never yet failed in a ſingle inſtance ; if 
in all our ways we acknowledge him, he 


#* Jeremiah xviii, 
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* LETTERS FROM A PATHER: 


will direct our pass.. Nay, ſhould it 
pleaſe the Divine Wiſdom, in order to 
anſwer the neceſſary trials of life, to 
bring you into the furnace of adverſity ; 
and ſhould the Enemy be permitted to 
heat it one ſeven times more than it was 
wont to be heated; yet even then, One 
like the Son of God will appear, walk- 
ing with his people in the midſt of the 
fire, that they ſhall not be hurt, neither 
that the ſmell of fire paſs upon them. — 5 
Oh! the diſtinguiſhing mercy of know- 
ing, not only 2% power of Chriſt's reſurrec- 
tion, but the fellowyhip of his ſufferings. — 
Who would not wiſh to be advanced 
to that high honour of following Jeſus 
in the regeneration, that a proportioned 
nearneſs to his ſacred perſon may be 
the event. of his appearing in glory? 
[ have often thought, and I ſee no rea- 
ſon to adopt a new _—_ th, 
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TO H1S CHILDREN. 


in the appointment of various trials, 
were but more generally obſerved and 
regarded, the frequent murmurings 


of God's children would be converted 
.into hymns of praiſe. And who ſhall 
ſay, whether even the moſt forlorn con- 
dition to which our nature can be hum- 
bled in the preſent life, may not be i in- 
duced with this expreſs intention, that 
when, like the Pelican in the wilder- 
neſs, the ſoul is left alone, and all hu- 
man aid withdrawn, the ſituation 1s 
thus rendered peculiarly trying, that 


the neceſſity of the divine preſence may 


be more ſenſibly felt, depended upon, 
and acknowledged 
What may be the events with which 
you, my children, ſhall be exerciſed in 
your progreſs through the world, into 
which you are entered, I know not: 


Indeed I would not, were I able, anti- 


— cipate 


it, that if the merciful intentions of the 
Great Head of his Church and People 
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10 LETTERS FROM A FATHER | 
cipate the information. It is ſufficient 
both for ſecurity and conſolation, that 
they are known unto Him in whoſe 
appointment they are, and who will 
bring them all forward, one by one, in 
due ſucceſſion. Nor is it the ſmalleſt 
1 part of that conſolation to reflect, that 
* * as he cannot poſſibly miſtake the final 
\ } happineſs of his people, ſo hath he as 
graciouſly aſſured them, that a// 1hings, 
_ how unpromiling ſoever they may ap- 
pear, /hall work together for good to them 
i that love God.“ | My only prayers in 
your inſtance concerning them are, 
that as the Lord ſhall open the ſeveral 
ſucceſlive pages of the book of life 
before you, the impreſſions of his Holy 
Spirit may be read in every line ; and 
whether upon the whole, the chapters 
in your hiſtory ſhall be moſt proſperous» 
or afflictive, * life itſelf my be a 
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| TO HIS CHILDREN, © 11 
life of grace here, leading to an 
endleſs volume of eternal glory here- | 
after. 

It were to invert the order of things 
to ſuppoſe, that I ſhall remain to peruſe 
much of this hiſtory, for which I now 
feel ſo highly intereſted. Much leſs 
that I ſhall live to ſee the cloſe of it, 
and attend your dying hours. No 
doubt, according to the common courſe 
of nature, long before the period in 


2 which your mortal exiſtence ſhall take 


place, I ſhall have been gathered to my 
Fathers, and have ſeen corruption. But 
it is on this very account, that I have 
ſo earneſtly deſired to leave behind me 
this laſt and trueſt pledge of a Father's 
affection, which may ſpeak when Iam 
no more. 

Who may be among the appoint- 
ments of Providence to attend your 
laſt moments, or with what circum- 


ſtances your death ſhall be diſtinguiſt- 5 I 


12 LETTERS FROM A FATHER 


ed, belongs to that period only to bring 


forward. In contemplating a ſeaſon fo 


ſolemn and intereſting, and reſpecting 


_ perſons ſo near and dear to my affec- 
tions, the mind ruminates a thouſand 


images of diſtreſs, which the tenderneſs 
the father fancies, were he preſent, 
While 


might be ſoftened.— I pauſe 
jean ſo awakening ruſh upon my 


mind. to give the momentary vent to 


nature's feelings. 


But though I know not how, nor 


W EN neither of the manner, time, 


or place, by which my children's depar- 


ture from this world ſhall be diſtin- 


guiſhed; yet one thing I know—if the 


mind be but properly founded in the 


ſure evidences of the renewed life; and 


the bleſſed Spirit ſhall but witneſs 10 


your ſpirit that you are the children f 


Cod; the ſofteſt whitper of this divine 


* Rom. viii. 16. 
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To HIS CHILDREN, 13 


aſſurance will be ſufficient to counter- 
act all the ſurrounding evils. While 
this ſpeaks to the heart, the effect of 
every other object will be but like the 4 
noiſe of a diſtant multitude, in whoſe 1 
clamour we have no concern. And a : 
then, whether your dying eyes ſhall be 4 
cloſed amidſt friends or foes; in a diſ- | 


fr Eagan 


tant clime, or on your native ſhore ; 3 
whether year death ſhall be the effect 145 
of long diſeaſe ; or ſome ſudden cauſe ; 14 
amidſt the unconſcious phrenzy of the Fi 
fever; or in the perfect poſſefiion of 1 
your ſenſes to the laſt; all theſe are 2 £ 
but among ſecondary conſiderations of 4219 
a ſeaſon ſo awful. It matters not to 1 | 
which of the thouſand doors of death 11 
we go out, while we know that He i l 
who hath /e keys of death is with us in — 
the paſſage, to conduct us lafely to the 1 j 


inviſible world. 4 

I would fain perſuade myſelf, that I 1 
vol haye ſuflifiently prepared your 9 
c mind 
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14 LETTERS FROM A FATHER | 
mind by what I have ſaid, for the in- 
tereſting ſubje& which is to engage 
my pen in the ſubſequent Letters. 
I know, indeed, that all energy muſt 
be derived elſewhere—and to that ſa- 
_ cred Power I look up. May He com- 
miſſion the labours of the Father to the 
inſtruction of his Children, that both 
may meet together to praiſe him in 
thoſe realms of happineſs where the 
diſtinctions and relationſhip of this 


lower world will be no more, but 


where they which ſhall be accounted wor- 
thy to obtain that world, and the reſur- 
rection from the dead, fhall be as the an- 
gels ; being the children of God, and the 
children of the reſurreftion.* 3 


* Luke xx. 35, 36. 
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LETTER II. 


1 CAN NOT more 8 enter 
upon the intereſting ſubject for which I 


write, than in previouſly eſtabliſhing 


die certainty of the fact itfelf ; that the 
| object propoſed to your purſuit, in le 


evidences of the renewed life, is attain- 
able ; for without this conviction, the 
very ground we tread on, and every 
ſtep we take, will be but viſionary. 

It hath been much queſtioned, whe- 
ther there be a poſſibility of arriving to 
any certain affurance in the preſent 


life, reſpecting our ſtate in the future. 
Some have ſuppoſed that this is among 
the ſecret things which belong to the Lord 


eur God; and have retired from the in- 


veſtigation with fear and diffidence ; | 
whilſt others have gone ſo far as to deem 
it the higheſt preſumption, to attempt 


the exploring what they conceive to be 
Cc 2 hidden 
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hidden from all mortal view, and with 
a kind of vacant mind have demanded, 
| How is it poſſible for any man to know 
5 what his condition ſhall be hereafter? 
But with all poſſible tenderneſs to per- 
Tons of this deſcription, I cannot help 
regarding ſuch ſentiments as rather the 
effects of inconſiderateneſs and prepoſ- 
ſeſſion, than the reſult of ſober and diſ- 
paſſioned enquiry. Men err becauſe they 
know not the ſcrintures nor the power of 
God*. In my humble apprehenſion, 
it were not only to rob the believer of 
one of his beſt comforts, but to impeach 
the faithfulneſs of God, to call in queſ- 
tion the operation of thoſe exceedingly 
great and firecious firomiſes, which are 
not ſubje& to conjecture or probability, 
but i Chrift Jeſus are all yea and amen T. 
It was one diſtinguiſhing feature of 
the goſpel diſpenſation, and given ages 


Matt. xxii. 29. + 2 Cor. i. 20. 


before 
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before it was promulgated to mankind, 


that among other happy conſequences 
reſulting ſrom its operation, this bleſſed 


effet ſhould follow: 4 thy children 


fall be taught of the Lord; and great 
ſhall be the heace of thy children *. Hence 


therefore it muſt evidently follow, that 


wherever a ſoul js taught of God, the 


event of that teaching ſhall be to pro- 


duce peace; and in the poſſeſſion of | 
this principle, a ſure mark is afforded 


of God's children. So that if you and 


T are taught of God thoſe great truths 
of the goſpel, which is the expreſs 
office of the Holy Ghoſt to perform, 


there can be no doubt but under thoſe 
divine teachings, proof is given that 
we are children of God; and why 
ſhould not thoſe conſequences follow, 
which the Lord ſo graciouſly promiſed? 


Suppoſe, for example, under this pu- 


* Ii liv, 13. 
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pilage of the Bleſſed Spirit, that you or 
I are taught the great evil of ſin, and 
the all-ſufficiency of the Saviour to take 
away its penal effects; and ſuppoſe 
That He, whoſe gracious office it is 70 
take of the things of Feſus and ſhew 10 his 
people *, ſhould fo take of the Saviour's 
merits to apply to the ſinner's neceſ- 
ſities, as to give either of us a fierſonal 
aſſurance, that they are ſo applied to 
our own wants and circumſtances, and 
that we have an intereſt in them; will 
not ſuch a conviction, and from ſuch 
teachings, induce a peace of "God 
which paſſeth underſtanding, keeping the 
mind through Chriſt Jeſus * Nothing, 
according to my apprehenſion of things, 
can be clearer. It is ſaid of Jeſus hat 
he hath made our peace in the blood of his 
erofs r, and with this expreſs purpoſe 
that being ju/tified by his blood, we might 
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be ſaved from wrath through him *. Now 
that the inference from this glorious 
doctrine correſponds exactly to what I 
am contending for, is evident from 
what the Apoſtle Paul hath ſaid: being 
Tuftified by faith, we have heace with God 


through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt f. Ob- 


ſerve the expreſſion. He ſays, we have 
peace with God; not hope it, or wait 
in the expeCtation of it, but have it. 


Had Paul conlidered the matter doubt- 


ful, he ſurely would not have com- 
mitted himſelf in ſuch certain terms, 
without qualifying the expreſſion. And 
is not this a deciſive teſtimony to the 
Point in queſtion, that the object nd 
aſſurance is attainable? — 
But in order to demonſtrate the ſub- 


ject more fully, and to diſtinguiſh thoſe 


ſpots which are the ſuots of God's Chil- 


dren}, from the  unbelievin g world, 


8 Rom. v. 9. ul Rom. ve | 1 « Deut. xxxii. Fo 
which 
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20 _ LETTERS FROM A FATHER | 
which have them not, it is further ob- 
ſervable, that the holy ſcriptures are 
not more accurate in any one thing 
than in drawing the line of diſcrimina- 
tion between him who ſerveth God from 
him who ſerveth him not. The ungodly 
are ſaid /o be without Chriſt, and aliens 
from the common wealth of Ifrael ; fran- 
gers from the covenant of firomiſe, having 
10 hofie, and without God in the world 7. 
And in a moſt awful verſe their miſery 
is thus deſcribed ; Here is no peace ſaith 
my God to the wicked . I think it im- 
poſſible for language to define the dif- 
| ferent characters more accurately than 
thoſe ſcriptures. have done, compared 
to the perſons ſpoken of before; neither 
can I conceive any determined or ap+ 
propriate meaning can be applied to 
any words whatever, if ſuch contraſted 
Aiſtinctions do not fully convey the 


* Mal, ii, 48, + Eph, l. 45, 4. fish lr r. 
ſtriking 


— 


2 — 
# 4 4 od * T . K 
1 n 8 "7 ER At JED 
. F e yy LN — * 
F 2 - 3 ele 
2 Tor i 7 8 . * 3 A 
r 5 3 . 5 e 8 
n * N TE: & 


By - 2 - 
. 
Ja SITES 2 8 * 

8 
r 


2 > 8 — 3 nnn ]. "a 
1 ee 3 


8 ba uk __ 
. e 
* E 9 IRE 
F 3 . 
ER Rn a 5 WS SEES) 
5 / Gn, 
+ S 43% RIES 


ws ht; AO IO HIS: 


frowwer of the Holy Ghoſt*. 


TO HIS CHILDREN, 21 
ſtrik ing diſtinction between the Lord's 
people and the unbelieving world. For 
while the one is ſaid to be without 
hope and without God in the world, the 
other is faid 7o abound im hope through the 
While the 
one is deſcribed as aliens from the com- 
mon wealth of Iſrael, and rangers from 
the covenants of firomiſe, the other is cal- 
led fellow-citizens with the ſaints aud 
the houſehold of God f: and while God 
mercifully promiſes that 410 His children 
which are taught of him fhall have ſleace, 
be as ſolemnly aſſerts, that Here hal! 


Je no fieace to the wicked. Unleſs there- 


fore theſe different effects are induced 
in the different characters to which 
they belong, how are we to explain 


the book of God, or to depend upon 
the faithfulneſs of Him that cannot lie, 


who hath promiſed} Can there be a 


7 Rom. xv. 15 F * ii. 19. t Heb. vi. 18. 
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queſtion remaining but that the work of 

righteouſneſs is fieace, and the effect of 

righteouſneſs, . , and ** * 
. 

And that theſe are not merely "OY 
culative notions, floating i in the ima- 
gination, and unſupported with any 
' ſubſtantial evidence, the teſtimony of 
the faithſul, in all ages, have, with one 
general voice, concurred to. aſſure. We 
read of a cloud of witneſſes who lived 
under the old diſpenſation, and to 
whom Chriſt was preached only in 
types and figures, who, notwithſtand- 
ing, were ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, we are 
told, in the certainty of the promiſes, 
that though ſeeing them afar of, were 
 herſuaded of them, and embraced them, 
and lived and died in the full aſſurance of 
them, And is it to be ſuppoſed that 
in goſpel days, when theſe promiſes 


» Iſaiah xxxii. 17. + Heb, xi. 13. 
Which 
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which were ſeen afar off are brought 
nigh and realized; when divine teach- 
ings are become more plain and ex- 
plicit, by the aſcenſion of the Saviour, 
. the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, and | 
who comes purpoſely to guide he | 
Lord's freofile into all truth, that the evi- 4 
dences have decreaſed in number, or 1 
in clearneſs? How ſtrangely were | 
this to invert the very order of things, 
and to ſuppoſe the reverſe of what was 
_ promiſed! 

It was the ets aſſurance which 
the Redeemer gave to his diſciples, be- 
fore his return to his father, after all 
the great purpoſes of his incarnation 
were accompliſhed, that he wwou!d manifeſt 
himſelf to his diſcitles in a way that he did 

101 to the world *, What this manifeſ- 
tation implied had been explained in 
ſome few inſtances, during our Lord's 
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continuarice in a veil of fleſh upon 
earth, as a ſample of the more abund- 
+ ant out-pouring of his bleſſed Spirit, 
4 which ſhould take place in after ages, 


when the Redeemer was returned to 


glory. The Virgin Mary had a perſonal 


knowledge of it when ſhe ſung that 
hymn of praiſe, My foul doth magnify 
the Lord, aud my ſpirit hath rejoiced in 
Cod my Saviour. For otherwiſe, though 


ſhe might have magnified the Lord, and 
her ſpirit rejoiced for the advent of the 


Redeemer, yet ſhe could not have aſ- 


ſumed that bleſſed privilege of calling 


Jeſus her Saviour, in that particular 


manner which the term evidently ex- 
preſſes. Neither could the devout 
Simeon, who at the ſeaſon of Jeſus's 


appearance it is ſaid, watted for the 


conſolation of Tfrael, and to whom it was 


revealed by the Holy Ghoft that he ſhould 


„Luke i. 46, 47. 


not 
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ot ſee death till he had ſeen the Lord * 


Ari, have known that this was the 
Lord's Chriſt, when Jeſus was pre- 


ſented in the temple in ſubſtance of 


our fleſh, and that this was the conſola- 


tion of Iſrael he had waited for; un- 


leſs the ſame gracious power, which 


taught him to wait, taught him alſo to 


behold in Jeſus the promiſe fulfilled ; 
much leſs could ſuch a view have re- 
conciled him to the earneſt deſire of 
death, though that expectation was an- 


{wered, unleſs he had been aſſured of 


2 perſonal tereſt in the conſolation,-— 


But under this aſſurance and convic- 
tion, the faithſul believer cries out, in 


a ſong of holy triumph and joy, Lord, 


now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace 


arcording to thy word, for mine eyes have 
ſcen thy ſalvation *, —— Mine eyes! Yes! 


For it would not have ſatisfied the 


* Luke ii. 29, 30. 
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26 LETTERS FROM A FATHER 
hoary ſaint to have ſeen it through the 
medium of any other eyes but his Own. 
The words and teſtimony of Job are to 
the ſame important purpoſe. I know 
(ſays he) Hat my Redeemer liveth, and 
_ that he ſhall fland at the latter day ion 
the earth ; and thourh after my ſkin worms 
deflroy this body, yet in my fleſh fhall ] ſee 
God, whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and 
mine eyes all behold (for myſelf) / and not 
another (for me) x. 


In turning over the dee of the 


New Teſtament, in queſt of proofs to 
the point in queſtion, the only diffi- 
culty is, not where to begin, but where 
to end. 


to ſele&, ſo as to furniſh a ſufficient 
number of clear and deciſive teſtimo- 
| nies, and yet leave a convittion on the 
mind that they are but ſelections of 
larger proofs, which might be gathered, 

Job xix, 25. So this paſſage ſhould be always | 


if 


read and underſtood, 
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I hardly know from whence 
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if neceſſary, from almoſt every page. 
To mention therefore but a few—The 
{ſentiments of Pan! the Afoftle on this 
intereſting occaſion, you may find in- 
corporated in his diſcourſes and epiſtles. 
1 know (ſays he) whom I have believed, 
and I am fterſuaded that he is able to keeft 
that which I have committed unto him 
againſt that day. TI have fought a yood 
fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, 1 have 
keit the faith. Henceforth there is laid 4 
fe for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which 1 
the Lord, the righteous Fudge, ſhall give ] 
me at that day; ond not 10 me only, but 
70 all them that love his afrearing F 


If you obſerve theſe, expreſſions you 
will find nothing in them intimating 2 


the leaſt doubt or uncertainty, but as 
matters fixed, abſolute, and ſure. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of knowing in whom 
he believed, and as one afared. of 
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the attainment of the crown of righte- 


ouſneſs. And ſpeaking elſewhere on 


the ſame ſubject, he ſays, Ve know 
that if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle 


zwere diſſolved, we have a building of God, 
an houſe not made ith hands, eternal in 
the heavens. For in this we groan ear- 


 neſily, deſiring to be clothed upon with our 


houſe which is from heaven.** But would 
Paul have deſired this diſſolution of 
the earthly tabernacle, and groaned ear- 
neſtly for it, if he houſe not made with 
hands, had been a queſtion of doubt 


formly have been looking forward to 
the hour of his departure, with joy 
and delight, had he not the moſt per- 


fect conviction, that when abſent from 


the body, he ſhould be preſent with the 

Lord? „ e 

Io the ſame purport is the teſtimony 
* 2 Cor. v. 1. 


of 


Would he ſo uni- 
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of the Apoſtle John. His whole wri- 
tings indeed are but an illuſtration of 
the great doctrine I am anxious to eſta- 
bliſh, and in which he hath ſhewn how 
much this perſuaſion operated in his 


own mind, which he laboured to incul- 


cate in the minds of others. The uni- 


form and pervading principle which 


runs through all his epiſtles, in refer- 


ence to this purpoſe, is to demonſtrate 


on the one hand che graciouſneſs of that 


love which the Father hath beſtowed 


upon his people, that hey fhould be cal- 
led the ſous of God; and on the other, 
how believers ſhould be enabled to 


= aſcertain the evidences of their adop- 


tion; Hereby know we that we dwell in 
him, and he in us, becauſe he hath given 
us of his Spirit.“ He that believeth on the 
Son of God (that is to the real purpoſe 


2M *f this vital union) bath the witneſs in 


£450 * x John iv. 43, = 
v 3 8 Aimſell. 
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kimſelf.* And under the impreſſion of 
this undeniable teſtimony, in his own 
experience, he breaks out into that ani- 
mated ſtrain of holy triumph; Beloved! 
now are we the ſons of God! And it doth 
not yet appear what we ſhall be: that is, 
there are no images, or figures in this 
lower world, capable of conveying 
ideas, to what a degree of glory we 
ſhall be exalted ; but we know (ſays the 
Apoſtle) that when he ſhall ahfiear we 
ſhall be like him, for we fhall ſee him as 
he is. F It were to hold the faint taper 
of the night in aid to the blaze of 
the ſun at noon day, to comment 
upon a teſtimony ſo enen and ſatiſ- 
factory. 
But perhaps it may be fad, that in- 
ſtances, in characters ſo illuſtrious, can- 
not be accepted as models for general 
- Imitation ; for it were preſumptuous 


* Jchn v. 20,  # 1 Jchn il. 12. 
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to eſtimate the caſe of common Chriſ- 
tians by ſuch a ſtandard. In anſwer to 


this objection, I would obſerve, that 


though it may readily be admitted, in 
reſpect to the frength and degree of evi- 
dence ſome difference may be found, 


between the faith of a humble believer 


and the confidence of an Apofile ; yet 


in relation to the principle itſelf, from 
whence both are formed, I muſt con- 
tend that in all inſtances they are but 


one and the ſame. The grace of God, 


like the dew of heaven, falls alike in 


influence, if not in meaſure, on the 


ſtatelieſt tree and the humbleſt ſhrub. 


All flall know me, ſays God (in alluſion 


to this great event) from the leaſt to the 


greateſt* Hence Peter directs his ge- 


neral epiſtle to them that have obtained 


like firecious faith with us, f that is, the 


Apoſtles. And Fude addreſſes his 79 


1 Jerem, zxxi, 34. f 2 Peter i. x; | 


them 
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them that are ſanfified by God the Father, 
and preſerved in Chrift Jeſus and called. 


Paul alſo refers the Theſſalonians to this 
teſtimony in themſelves, as the proof of 


their converſion towards God. Know- 
ins, beloved brethren, (ſays he) your 


election of God. How For our goſhiel 
came not ro you in word only, but in hoer, 
and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſu- 


france. And till, if poſſible, in yet 
5 ſtronger terms to the Corinthians, he 


tells them that though the Lord had 


gathered them out of the very refuſe of 
mankind, yet (ſays he) ye are waſhed, ye 
are ſantiified, ye are juſtiſied in the name 


of the Lord Jeſus, and by the fhirit of our 


God. All which prove (if teſtimonies 


can be admitted to confirm any one 
matter of fact) that reſpecting this in- 
tereſting point, all true believers are 


the ſame, and that it is attainable in 


© * Judei. 1. + 3 Thefl.i. ; | {xQ0r.v vi, 17. 
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the preſent life. God hath hung round 
the walls of his temple here below 
with theſe trophies of the faithful, as 


ſo many banners of the triumphs of the 


croſs, in order to animate the hearts 
of his believing people in all ages, 


that they may be the patient followers 


of them, who through faith and patience 


inherit the ſromiſes. — And if all theſe 
died in faith (as we are confidently 
aſſured they did) why may not you 


and 1? - 
[| aſſume it therefore as a cls 


fully confirmed and eſtabliſhed, that the 
object propoſed to your ſerious regard 
in the following Letters, is attainable ; 


and that it hath been attained by mul- 
titudes, who have long fince entered 


into glory; and I might add from the 


cleareſt conviction, that it is in the 


poſſeſſion of many now in the preſent. 


* Heb, vi. 12, 
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hour yet upon earth, who are the living 
teſtimonies to its truth. Encompaſſed 


therefore with ſo great a blond of wit- 
#eſes, let me hope that your mind will 
not be ſtaggered by the doubts and 
ill founded objections of unbelievers. 
For recolle& who they are which call 
the truth in queſtion? For the moſt 
part, perſons that are ingulphed in the 
vortex of worldly purſuits and plea- 
| ſures, who are too much occupied in 
the circle of things temporal, to afford 
a ſober attention to things that are eter- 
nal. And would any one. to ſuch 
Judges ſubmit the deciſion of a point 
of this infinite conſequence ? 
T ſhall only requeſt therefore that you 
will follow me, over the ground of 
enquiry, in the examination of the evi- 


dence I ſhall bring before you, with an 
awakened attention, ſuited to the im- 
portance of the object in purſuit : and 
both at your entrance upon it, and at 
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every ſtep you take in proſecuting the 
path, to look up for grace to guide 
you unerringly in the way; and then 


the hope is well founded, that the Lord 
will manifeſt himſelf to be a God hear- 


ing, and a God anſwering prayer, 


affording ſuch convictions to your own 
perſonal experience, as ſhall eee 


every objection. 

Juſt ſuffer me to add, as a finiſhing 
motive to the whole, that the attain- 
ment of the end propoſed will not 
only form the beſt conſolation for a 
dying hour, but become the trueſt com- 


fort of a living one. —Seaſons of ſor- 


row, perhaps of ſickneſs, or of vacan- 


cy, more or leſs, form a part in the 
happieſt life, for which the world hath 
no proviſion. The moſt favoured cha- 


racters we read of in Scripture were 


eminent inſtances of the kind. There 


were periods in the Patriarch David's 
wah OT HOLA, he was riſen 


from 
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from a ſheep-cot to a throne, in which 
he could call nothing his own but af- 
fliction. In his kingdom, in his fami- 
ly, in his circumſtances, how numerous 


and heavy his trials! But the conſola- 


tion, under all, was this aſſured intereſt 
in the divine love, which I am ſo anxi- 
ous to recommend to your purſuit. In 
the multitude of the ſorrows (ſays he) that 
1 had in my heart, thy comforts have re- 
freſied my ſoul* Although my houſe be 
not ſo with God, yet he hath made with 
me an everlaſting covenant, ordered in all 
things, and ſure : for this is all my ſalva- 
tion and all my deſire, although he make it 
not to groto. f And when you and J, 
under the divine teachings, can adopt 

the ſame language, we may aſſume the 


ſame confidence, and challenge the 


whole phalanx of created power to de- 


prive us of that reſource, —May the 


* Pſal. xciv. 19. 1 2 Sam, xxiii, 5. 


Lord 
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Lord grant to both this deſirable teſti- 


mony, until we can ſay with Paul; 7 
am perſuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor princiſialities, nor po do. 
ers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor deſili, nor any other creature, 
/hall be able to ſeharate us from the love of 
God which is in Chrift Jeſus our Lord.* 


Rom. viii. 38, 39. 
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LETTER II. 


IN bringing before you the evidences 
of the renewed life, as ſo many touch- 
ſtones of character, the only difficulty 
I ſhall have to contend with, will be to 
confine myſelf to general rules, ſo as to 
anſwer the purpoſe of enquiry, with- 
out deſcending to particular inſtances. 
Were I to propoſe to you the faith of 
Abraham, or of the Apoſtle Paul, a: 
ſtandards whereby to eſtimate the mar; 
for the prize of the high calling of God 
_ Chriſt Jeſus, you might ſhrink from the 
compariſon, and I ſhould counteras! 
the very purpoſe for which I write, and 
_ Inſtead of bringing conſolation, i: 
would induce fear and deſpondenc: . 
I know full well, that while vain and 
frivolous profeſſors are aſfuming con- 
fidence on groundleſs hopes and ſpeak 
ing 
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ing peace 20 themſelves his there is no 


peace ; it is the character of many a tru- 


ly gracious ſoul to be continually doubt - 


ing his evidences of the renewed life, 


and to be caſt down with a thouſand 
fears and miſgivings. In order, there- 
fore, that TI may not offend one of Chrifi*s 


little ones which truft in im, in propoſ- 


ing a ſtandard to which the humble 
foul fancies he cannot aſpire, 1 ſhall. 
beg to premiſe, that the evidences for 
examination which I intend to bring 


before you, will be ſuch as are in com- 


mon to all the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and in which the humbleſt and leaft 
advanced believer, will be found to bo 
intereſted, as well as the higheſt and | 
the beſt. The portrait of the Child of 


God, which is formed after the image of 
Aim that created him, f will manifeſt the 


RMP feature ſufficiently . far 


* dar, xvill. 64 4 Cal. i ui, 10. 
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every renewed ſoul to trace the likeneſs 
by, whether he be himſelf a babe in Chrip. 
or a young man, or a father in Cod.“ In 
the ſpiritua life as much as in the 14. 
tural, the analogy holds equally good. 
For however diverſified in an infinitc 
variety the human countenance is form- 
ed, yet there is one uniform character 
to indicate the genus and ſpecies to 
which the whole belongs. — As in a 


ſtate of nature, ſo in that of grace, a 
diverſity of age, and ſiae, and attain- 


ment, will conſtitute a vaſt variety in 
God's children. There will be ſomc 
higher, ſome lower, in the ſcale of 
progreſſion, like the blade and ear, and 


full corn in the ear ;F (to uſe our Lord's 


own beautitul figure) which define thc 


different ſeaſons in the natural world. 


But the hambleſt ſoul ſhould remem- 


ber, for his comfort, that theſe are but 


* 1 John. 12, 13. bn + Mark iv. 28. 
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ſo many different ſtages of grotoi in the 
ſame principle, and not the ſmalleſt dif- 
ference of being in that principle. The 
nature is the ſame in all. The ſmalleſt 

drop of dew on the graſs is as truly 
water as the ocean itſelf ; for it is the 


quality, and not the quantity, which con- 
. ſtitutes the character. I ſhall readily 
admit, indeed, that it is a moſt deſira- 


ble thing to ſtand high in the attain- 
ments of grace, and to pofleſs the 
{ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that we have made 
our calling and election ſure.“ But if 4 


ſoul cannot climb high to gather the 


full ripe fruit of aſſurance, from the 


top bough on the tree of faith, ill let 


you and I be thankful, and adore the 
bountiful Lord, if we are enabled to 


pluck from the lower branches, or even 


from the ſmaller twigs, which hang 
ncarer to the ground. 


2 Peter i. 10. 
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The different degrees of aſſurance in 


the renewed life, ariſing for the moſt 
part from the diverſity of operations by 
which the Lord is bringing home his 


people to himſelf, hath given riſe to 


much apprehenſion of mind in weak 
believers. But if I may, expreſs my 
ſentiments on a ſubje& ſo truly intri- 
cate, I would venture to believe, that 
as far as they relate to the Lord's ap- 
pointment in his divine operations, and 
not to our negleCt or miſimprovement 
of the means afforded, they are with- 


out ſufficient reaſon. I ſay, as far as 
they relate to the Lord's appointment; for 


I cannot be ſuppoſed to include any of 
thoſe various ways, by which, through 
ſin and infirmity, we form an eclipſe 
on the mind, and conſequently darken 
1 the evidences, of the renewed life. But 
in relation to the bleſſed Spirit's work 
on the heart, I humbly conceive, that 


in the great variety of operations, by 
Wich 
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which the Lord makes his people 4 


willing freofele in the day of his power, 


there muſt neceſſarily be produced dif- 
ferent degrees of aſſurance in the life of 


faith, according to his good pleaſure, 


who drvideth to every man ſeverally as he 
vill * They, who like the labourers 


in the vineyard, are called betimes to 


the knowledge of the truth, having 


had longer experience of God's faith- 


fulneſs, will be able to give the more 
tried and approved evidences of e 
Lahe that is in them, than they who from 


being brought in at the e/eventh hour 


can well afford. And ſuch as are 
planted in the hour of the Lord and 


live in a high ſtate of cultivation under 


the.continual droppings of grace, may 
be ſuppoſed to bring forth more fruit 
in their age, than thoſe whoſe lot is 
caſt in ſoils of barrenneſs and without 


* 1 Cor, xii. I 1. 


moiſture. 
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moiſture. There muſt of neceſſity 
alſo be a vaſt and ſtriking diſſimilarity 


in the converſion of perſons gathered in 


from the highways of ignorance and 
profaneneſs, to ſuch as have been 
trained in paths of religion from their 
youth.—The tranſition from death to 


life, in the one, cannot in the very na- 
ture of things be attended with a 


change ſo remarkable as in the oer. 
And though ordinarily ſpeaking, and 


to reaſon by analogy, in the new birth 
of grace, as in the original birth of na- 
ture, ſome travailing pains muſt accom- 


pany the eaſieſt introduction to life, yet 
the circumſtances will be as various as 


the correſponding circumſtances ſhall 


vary.—The gracious operations of the 
Holy Spirit, who is the Author and 


Giver of life, in his divine influences, 
when leading the ſoul from a ſtate of 


nature to grace, will ſometimes be car- 
Tied on with that / ſmall voice, and 
ohh . his 
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his ſacred work of illuminating the 


mind, and convincing the heart of fin, 
be ſo progreſſive and gradual, that the 
| highly-favoured ſubjects of his Almigh- 


ty power will not be able to trace the 


very beginning of the manifeſtations of 
his mercy. I do not mean to fay how- 


ever but that in thoſe inſtances, where 
the firſt advances of his grace are per- 
ceived, it will form, in the after ſtages 


of life, a ſubject of great joy to the 
ſoul, It muſt be, in my eſteem, a very 
high gratification to a gracious mind, 
to be able to tell the time, the place, 


and both the manner and means by 
which the Lord begun to manifeſt him- 


ſelf, in awakening the ſoul from a ſtate 
of fin to ſalvation. The pillar which 
Jacob erected in commemoration of 
this event at Bezhel,* and the altar 


which Gideon built in Ofhrah,f among 
Gen. xxviii. 18, f Judges vi. 24. 
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be mentioned, are ſtriking evidences of 


ous ſouls, in all ages, in like manner, 
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converſion to God, and contemplated 


every other intereſting circumſtance 
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ture, in terms ſuitable to its impor- 


1s ſuperſeded in caſes where the effect, 
of a real converſion of the heart to- 
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it cannot be ſo eſſential to know, when, 
or in what manner, the tree was plant» 
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many dthers, which if needful might 
the kind. And no doubt many graci- 
have hallowed the ſacred ſpots of their 
both the place and the means, with 
connected with it in tears of joy. 
But however gratifying ſuch know- 


ledge may be to the ſoul, I venture to 


ſalvation ; for had it been fo, it certain- 
ly would have been inſiſted on in Scrip- 


tance. And indeed the neceſſity of it 


wards God (which after all are the 
trueſt evidences) are eminently viſible. 
If the fruits of regeneration appear, 
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ed. Beider ſo palpable carry with 
them their own teſtimony. The pro- 


duct of grace cannot, we are well af- 
ſured, be. taken from the ſtock of an 
unconverted nature. Men cannot ga- 
ther gra pes from thorns, nor figs from 


thiſtles. And to uſe our Lord's own 


argument and authority, it is by their 


fruits ye fhall know them.* In ſhort, in 


every inſtance where the firſt advances 
of the Holy Spirit's work are not ſo 


clearly to be traced, the caſe is not 


unſimilar to the poor man in the goſ⸗ 


pel who was born blind, and whoſe 


eyes Jeſus opened; though you cannot 
perhaps like him deſcribe either the 
proceſs or the ſeaſon in which the gra- 


cious cure was wrought ; yet like him 


you can ſay, one thing J know, that 


whereas I was blind, now I ſee. 


It is a circumſtance of peculiar ſatiſ- 


N Matt. vii. 6. | + John 1 5. | 
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faction to me, and for which in the 


very moment of - writing, while the 
recolleCtion of it is warm on my mind, 


I defire to bow down with increaſing 
adoration in every review to the Giver 


of all good, that not only © my own 


lot hath been caſt in this bleſſed land 


where God is truly known,” but that 
my children have been brought up in 
| habits of piety from their very cradle. 
But while I defire ever to conſider thoſe 
diſtinguiſhing mercies with all duc 
thankfulneſs, I would at the ſame 
time earneſtly defire never to loſe ſight 
of this moſt unqueſtionable truth, that 


_ theſe are but the means and not the 


end. Nature muſt be changed and 
regenerated. before it can be made 


meet for he mheritauce with the ſaints 


in light. Unſanctified Nature, how- 
ever outwardly adorned, is nature till, 
—The #thiop is but the Zthiop, 
though. © the pearl may * from his 


"» 
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ae - 296 
ear. The waters of Jericho were beau- 
tiful to the eye, but the ſpring from 
whence they ifſued was all the while 


corrupt.* In like manner, however fair 


and lovely the actions of unrenewed 
nature may appear, ariſing either from 
conſtitutional temper, or from educa- 
tion, or any other extraneous ſource ; 
as theſe. are all natural effects, and pro- 
duced from natural cauſes, they are all 


ſhort of a ſpiritual influence, having 


reference to nature only, and terminate 
with it. The fve words of our bleſſed 
Lord, Ye muſt be born again, f throws to 


the ground every hope of this kind, and 


is a final anſwer to every other preten- 
ion. Any thing ſhort of this 1s ſhort 


of all. So that comparative views of 
human life of man with man, ho-w- 


ever gratifying they may be to the 
pride of our nature, yet in reſpect 


2 Kings ii. 19; 20. f John iii. 7. 
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to our acceptance before God, lofe 
their very name. — Man, univerſally 
ſpeaking, in the preſent ſtate is fallen, 
_ corrupt, and ſinful in his very origin. 
And not only doth he derive a nature 
from the original conſtitution, prone to 
evil, but in himſelf continual manifeſ- 
tations of it are breaking out, which 
no education can prevent. That 4% 
have ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of 
God * is the decided language of Scrip- 
ture. And if all have ſinned, it is 
plain all muſt be changed (or to uſe the 
better term of Chriſt himſelf,) muſt be 


born again, or every individual deficient 


in this regeneration from the Holy 
Spirit, cannot ſee the kingdom of God. 


The man of five ſins, or five thouſand, | 


in this ſenſe, is upon a level. For it 
is the nature that needs this change, 
and not the /ituation, or any outward 


Nom. ii, 23. + John iii. 3 


N LG circum- 
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circumſtance, which may become per- 
haps the prediſpoſing cauſe to lead one k 
into greater, or more e acts of 
fin than another. ; 
Whether you are the happy fubjefts 
of this regeneration-of the Holy Spirit, 
is the great ſubject of enquiry, and 


— 


effect is wrought, there can be no ap- 7 
prehenfion of divine things. A man P | 
F2 xy Qi 


which I pray God yon may diſcover N 
from the marks of diſcernment which I k 
thall bring before you. | 
The frft evidence of the renewed life, 0 
and indeed the opening and introduc- 1 
tion to every other, is the conſciouſneſs N {| 
of being awakened to the exerciſe of | | 
the faculties of the ſoul, by the quicken | | 
inp and regenerating operation of the 42 | 
Holy Ghoſt : by which that immorta! 1 
principle, which in a ſtate of unrenewed | || 
nature, is lifeleſs and unawakened to 75 1 | | 
all its eternal concerns, is brought into- 1 
a new and ſpiritual life. Until this · | 
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may indeed converſe about, them by 
means of his rational powers, as the 
blind may talk of ſight, or the deaf of 
| found, but a ſpiritual apprehenſion can 
only be induced by ſpiritual faculties. 
To this teſtimony all the facred 


writers concur. The natural man 
recerveth not the things of the ſpirit of 
God, for they are fooliſhneſs to Aim; nei- 
ther cau he know them, becanſe they are 


 fhiritually diſcerned. But he that is ſpi- 
ritual judgeth all things.“ Here the line 


is drawn with great accuracy, between 


the apprehenſion of the mere natura! 
man, conſiſting of mind and body, 
which can receive only natural things, 
and the ſpiritual man, which. ſuppoſes 


the ſoul quickened and in action, and 
is thereby enabled to diſcover ſpiritual 


Objects. And hence Paul when ad- 
dreſſiug che ue. wy are * 


* x.Cor. i ii. 14. 15. 


to 
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to be awakened to this ſpiritual life, ex- 


preſsly ſays, you hath he quickened wi, 
were dead in treſſtaſſes and ſiu. He 
doth not fay you who were wounded, 


or injured in your ſpiritual faculties, 


by reaſon of fin, but abſolutely dead. | 


All which correſponds to the uniform 


teſtimony of Scripture, that the foul, 


in a ſtate of unrenewed nature, is to 
all intents and -purpofes dead to divine 
things, and paſt all feeling, having tlie 
underſtanding darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God through ignorance, 
vecartſe of ' the blmaneſs of the heart. 
And were it not for leading you into 


too great a digreſſion from the main 


point of enquiry, which is to afcertain 
your experimental knowledge of the 
doctrine, and not the doctrine it- 
felf, J might, under the ſame autho- 


rity of Scripture, trace the whole 


of it to its ſource in the fall of our 


118 Eph. 3 + Eph. iv. 18, 
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firſt parent. For when he tranſgreſſed 


the command of God; in the execu- 


tion of that ſentence God pronounced 
on his. fin, in the day thou eateſt thereof 
thou ſhalt ſurely die, he died this ir- 
tual death, That this, was a. /farituo:. 
and not a aatural death he died, is 
evident from his hiſtory. For in his 
body he lived long after, but he loſt 
from that day that ſpiritual knowledge 
of his Maker, which he had before en- 


joyed, and therefore might be ſaid 


truly to die. And, conſequently, we 
his children have been involved in all. 


the deplorable events of that fall. And 
hence we find in the common circum- 


ſtances of human life, though by 
means of our reaſoning faculties, man- 
kind can talk of divine truths, and 
tome indeed have ſoared to great 
heights in the mere logical and mecha- 


„Gen, ii. 17. 


nical 
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nical parts ob divinity, yet the ſhiritual 


apprehenſion belongs to thoſe only 
who are ſpiritually laught—However 


eagle-eyed they may. be in- natural 
things, it is to natural things only 


their perception is bounded. That 
_ which-is born of the fleſh is fei It can 


go no higher. Nothing can riſe above 


its ſource. This is the univerſal ſtand- 
ard, mortifying as it may be to the 
unhumbled pride of nature. Whereas 


the mark of thoſe to whom the ſpiritu- 
al life is imparted, is, that Hey are born 


not of blood, nor of the. will of the fleſh, 


vor f the will of man, but of God. And 


thus while every day furniſhes renewed 


inſtances. of that awful truth of Scrip- 


ture, the: world by wiſdom knows not 


God,f when we: ſee the greateſt abili- 


ties in human ſcience totally ignorant 


of divine things: we no leſs in many 
* John xiii. 6. j.Joni. 13. 4 Cor. i. 21. 
ets! humble 
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humble ſouls behold, what our Lord 
thanked his Father for in his prayer, 
that Zheſe things though hidden from the 
viſe and frrudent are revealed unto babes.“ 


of the doctrine itſelf, to lead you into 
the examination of its effects, and to 
enquire, whether you are conſcious of 


| nature? Are you awakened in the 
ſpirit of your mind? And can you 


* 2 £ — hd © « 4 2 
= 24 1 1 Ra — 2 
e ee eee n n 
8 F — : 


ed, who was dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins? If you aſk how it ſhall be 
known, the anſwer is direct. All 


its former inactivity and ſleep.—If you 
are now quickened, and were before 


* 
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But I rather turn from the ſubject 


this divine operation wrought in your 


perſonally for yourſelf ſay, as Paul did 
to the Epheſians, me hath he quicken- 


effects correſpond to their cauſes. A 
foul awakened muſt be conſcious of 


dead in treſpaſſes and fins, the vaſt 
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change which 1s wrought upon you, it 


is impoſſible for you to be unconſcious 


of A ſoul once awakened from the 


fleep of fin and death, is brought forth 
into a ſtate of life and righteouſneſs, 
and will of conſequence find the ope- 


ration of its faculties and powers cor- 
reſponding thereto. And as we infer a 
living principle in the body from the due 
exerciſe of its ſeveral functions, fo by 


analogy we muſt conclude the life of 


the ſoul, when we ſee aliens demon- 


irating it. There will be deſires, and 
appetites, and hungerings, and thirſt- 


ngs, after ſuch things as are ſuited to- 
its wants and wiſhes. And the body 
will not manifeſt more ſtrongly its plea- 
lures or its pains, in the ſeveral engage- 
ments. with which it is exerciſed in. 
_ things temporal, than the foul, reſpec- 
ing ſuch as are eternal. So that the 
plain and obvious enquiry ariſing from 
n2nce, to every individual, perſonal- 
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1y conſidered. is— do you feel thoſe de- 
ſires and appetites of the ſoul as one 
awakened to an apprehenſion of di. 
vine things? Are you conſcious of 
pleaſure in the >njoyment, or of pain 


in the diſappointment, in ſuch matters 


as relate to them? Do you know what 
it is to hunger and thirſt after that 
living bread, and that living water, by 
which the ſpiritual life is ſuſtained in 
the ſoul? 

Queſtions of theſe 104 the Uke na- 


ture, cloſely applied and followed up 


with prayer, for the illumination ot 
the Holy Spirit to direct, will enable 
every ſoul, under his divine teachings, 
to aſcertain his own character. You 
will plainly diſcover whether, in the 


"exerciſe of thoſe faculties of the ſoul, 


vou are yielding vourſelues unto God . 
thoſe that are alive from the dead ;* or 
ane, Ain hath ſtill zhe dominion over 


55 Rom. vi. 13. 


go 
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50. That ſingle trait of character 


the Apoſtle hath drawn will form a 


volume of the moſt decided informa- 
tion, when he ſays, that zo be carnally 


minded is death; but to be [furtually ; 


minded is life and ſieace. 


I pray God that you may be enabled 


to trace ſomewhat? in your own experi- 
ence of this firſt evidence of the renewed 
life.—And if it be but the fainteſt, and 
moſt inconſiderable glimmerings of an 


awakened foul in this twilight of exiſt- 


ence, be thankful, and recollect, I charge 


vou, that theſe openings are ſo many 


iecided marks of ſpiritual life, and ſuch 
as the whole powers of natural cauſes 
can never induce. It 1s the bleſſed 
Spirit's work, and carries with it the 


cicareſt evidence of his gracious ope- 
ration. And although in this divine 


ſcience they who have made the greateſt 


2dyances are but like the borderers on 


* Rom, vi. 14. Rom. viii. 6. 
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the ſkirts of ſome new unexplored con 
tinent, yet to know that we have ſet 
our foot only on the ſhore, and eſcaped 
the ſhipwreck of nature is a glorious 
diſcovery. - By and by we ſhall pence- 
trate into the heart of the country, 
going, as it is promiſed, from firength 75 
ſtrength, until every one in Zion appeare!/; 


oo God“. 

I ; paſs on to the deſcription of another 
evidence of the renewed life, in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of which, we are authorized to 


infer a ſure mark of grace. The evi- 
_ dence to which I allude is 24e convic- 
tion of fin. It might have been ſuppoſed 


indeed, that when once the ſoul is 
awakened, by the quickening influencc 


of the Holy Ghoſt, from the ſtate ol 


ſleep induced by the fall, to a conſci- 
oufneſs of being ; the very moment the 
new born creature of ſuch faculties 


and powers opened his eyes to the con- 


* Pfalm x xXxiv. 7. 


templatior 
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1 of himſelf and his Almighty 

Creator, the fight of his own depravity 

would inſtantly ſtrike him. And ac- 

-ordingly we find this correſponds to 

what the Redeemer taught, that among 

the gracious operations of the bleſſed | 
Spirit on the minds of his people, this | 


ſhould be the firſt in point of order : | 

en he is come (ſays Chriſt) he Hall | 
* reprove the world of fin.“ Hence no | 
SY ſooner hath this act of regeneration | | 
| taken place, than the highly favoured I 
| »bje& of ſuch diſtinguiſhing mercy, be- — 1 
| coming as he doth the pupil of his di- +} 
vine Maſter, is taught, among the ear- 1 ; 

| | licſt leſſons in the ſchool of grace, this — | 

N important knowledge of his fallen ſtate 

| ? un the convictious of fin. 

vill be your higheſt wiſdom, there- | 

. fore, in ſearching the heart for the evi- 

i dences of the renewed life, to look di- | 


ligently for this grace of God, In this 


. 
| John xvi. 8. „ 
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examination, however, let me caution 
you to' be very particular, that you may 
not be deceived with falſe appearances, 
in taking the ſhadow for the ſubſtance. 
For beſides convictions of fin, whick 
are founded in the gracious operations 
of God, there are convictions of con- 
ſcience alſo, which ariſe only in the 


guilty mind itſelf, unawakened by 
grace; and yet, though originating 


from a very different ſource, and ter- 
minating in a very different iſſue, tha!! 


ſometimes put on ſo great a reſem- 
blance, that, like a tinſelled ornament 


to pure gold, it requires great diſcern- 

ment to diſcover the fallacy. Scripture 
abounds with the hiſtory of character 
of this kind, where the alarms of an 
awakened conſcience have induced 
ſuch effects, that to all outward ap- 
pearance they have ſeemed not un- 
ſimilar to the convictions of the Holy 


Spirit, Pharoah evidently felt all that 
Conn 
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conſcience could feel from its o- 
awakenings, when he called for Meſes 
and Aaron in haſte, ſaying, I have ſinned 
againſt the Lord, and againſi you, Now 
therefore forgive I pray thee my fin only 


lis once, and intreat the Lord your God 


that he may late away from me this death 
-uly.* Saul no leſs had the ſame im- 
preſſion in the matter with David, 
when he lifted up his voice, and wept, 
and declared David to be righteous, and 
himſelf wicked F But that theſe im- 
preſſions were the ſole effects of con- 


ſcience, unaided by the grace of God, 
is evident from the ſequel of their hiſ- 


tory: for Pharaoh {till perſecuted Hrael, 
and Sau hunted after the lite of David, 
Men may feel moments of remorſe, 


may have occaſional alarms in the re- 
collection of their enormities; and of 


conſequence may cry out under their 
preſſure ; nay, even ſo as to aſſume the 


* Exod; x. 16, 17. 1 1 Sam. XXIV. 10, 17. 
N 1 words 
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words of real penitents : Judas himſelt 
imitated the language of 5 when he 
ſaid I have /inned : and Herod feli 
much of this influence, that it is {id 
of him, he did many things in conſe- 
quence of John's preaching, and hear! 
the word gladly,** Indeed who could 
tremble more than Felix under Pay”. 
ſermon?F But all theſe and fimilz 
effects, proceeding as they do from 
conſcience only unawakened by the 
opcrations of God, terminate as they 
begun. Though, like Balaam, the 
may occaſion the ſometimes ſending 


forth a faint wiſh, to die the death ©; 


the righteous? yet like him they . 


not ſufficient influence to induce living 


his life; but beginning in nature they 
end in the ſame, and leave no gracious 
impreſſions on the mind. 
But however near in reſemblanc- 
* Mark vi. 20. Acts xxiv. 25. 
* Numb. xxiii. 10. 
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ſometimes the operations of the Holy | 
Spirit may be to the convictions of 
conſcience, bleſſed be God, there are 
yet ſufficiently clear and diſcriminating 
marks by which both may be known. 
For as the one is founded in nature 
and the other in grace ; as one ariſes 
wholly in man, and the other wholly 
in God, proceeding from cauſes ſo 
very different : : and both in their origin, 
progreſs, and termination differing fo 
very widely ; by a diligent attention 
to the ſeveral characters by which they 
are known, you will be enabled to diſ- 
cern whether your convictions are of 
the ſpurious kind, , or whether they are 
induced from the merciful operations 
of the Lord, 

Attend only to thoſe very oppoſite , 1 
effects in the operations of both, and 164 
under the divine teachings you will be 3 
cnabled to form an unerring conchu- 
ion reſpecting them. The convictions 
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which are induced, by the grace of 
God, cauſes the ſoul to conſider fin as 


the greateſt of all burthens, and a de- 


liverance from it as the greateſt of all 


mercies. Whereas, in the convictions 


of conſcience, unawakened by grace, 
it is not ſo much / becomes a burthen, 
as the dread of the puniſhment follow- 
ing it. A ſoul under the claims of 


conſcience will cry out as Cain did, 
my funiſhment is greater than I can 
bear.“ A ſoul, under the convictions 


of God's Holy Spirit, will exclaim as 
David did, my wickedneſs are like a 
ſore burthen, too heavy for me to 
bear.f—Again.—The effects of con- 
ſcience, in which grace hath no part, 
operate only during the paroxiſm of ſui- 


fering ; whereas the convictions of the 
Holy Spirit have an abiding influence 


upon the ſoul. Lord in trouble (fays the 
Gen. iv. 13. 1 Pſalm xxxiv. 8, 


Prophet) 


3 


hon them '* 
| ought him, and turned them early and 
enquired after God : —nevertheleſs they did* 
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Prophet) have they viſited thee, they fiour- 
ed ont a prayer when thy chaftening was 
When he flew them they 


but flatter him with their mouth, and diſ= 


_/enibled with him in their tongue, for their” 
heart was not whole with him, neither con- 


inued they ſteadfaſt in his covenant. But 


what ſays the gracious ſoul? I acknow- 


ledge my tranſereſfion, and my fin is ever 
before me. + I fhall never forget thy pre- 


cehts, for with them thou haſt quickened 
ne.. Once more. The convictions of 
conference, unaided by grace, lead 
the heart rom God; the convidtions of 
the Holy Spirit lead the heart 70 God. 
The language and defires of the one, 
like Felix, are, Go thy way for this time, 
when I have à convenient ſeaſon I will call 
fer thee The language of the other 


+ Pfalmli, 3. 
9 Zech. xxiv. 2 Fo 
18 


* Ifa, xxvi. 16. 
| Plalm exix. 93. 
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is like that of Job: I will ſay unto God, 
do not condemn me, ſhew me wherefore 
thou contendeft with me.* And while the j 
former will ſeek relief from any, and 4 
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every object of a carnal nature, which 
| may ſerve to amuſe and carry away the 
| mind from reflection; and is ſending 
( forth the endleſs queſtion, who Twill 
1 fhew us any good "A The latter is un- 
| burthening the heart before God, and 
| can find no eaſe, nor comfort, until % 


Lord hath l ified 1% the light of lis couute- 
nance upon the ſoul.F There will be alſo 
this further diſſimilation of character 


288; 221 under the convictions of conſcience ; 
HE: the ſufferer will be always for ſoftening 


the ſore with hoping things are really 
better than they are; and what- 
eyer hath been amiſs he ſhall amend : 
under convictions of the Holy Spirit, 


1981 the gracious mind will exerciſe that 
| $ Jab K 6. ': Palm 3 1. 8 7» 
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jealouſy over itſelf as to fancy they are 


worſe; and that ſtill greater tranſgreſ- 


ſions will abound, unleſs reſtrained by 
Divine mercy. The one will be for 
touching the wound with a light hand ; 


the other for probing at the very bot- 
tom. The former will manifeſt diſplea- 
| ſure at every faithful reprover of his 


actions, and be ready to exclaim, with 
Ahab, haft thou fouud me, O mine ene- 
mys*x The latter will not only deſire 
the righteous to ſmite him, and it ſhall be 
feemed a kindneſs, f but fearful men 


may judge too favourably, and overlook 


many corruptions; his prayer will be 
directed to God in the language of 


David, Do thou, O Lord, try me, and 


eek the ground of my heart, prove me and 


examine my 1houghts, look well if there be J 


any wickedneſs in me, and lead me into the 


everlaſting. And, laſtiy, to men- 


Kings xxi. 20 + Pſalm exli. 5. 
f Pſalm cxxxix. 23, 24. 
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tion no more, — As in the origin, pro- 
greſs, and effects, ſo in the final termi- 
nation, convictions of conſcience, un- 
accompanied with the grace of God, 
and convictions ariſing from the Holy 
Spirit, are wholly diſſimilar. While 
grace in the heart inyariably produceth 
repentance and amendment of life; 


\ convictions of conſcience, void of. 
grace, begin in remorſe, and end for 
the moſt part in deſpair. The unclear 


firit may go out for the moment as 
unclean, but it is only to come back 
under another form: for the heart all 
the while 1s ſtill his property and as he 
calls it, my houſe: he returns therefore 
with ſeven-fold more power, eternally 
to dwell there, and zhe laſt fate of that 
man is worſe than the firſt.* 


Theſe are very ſufficient outlines to 
define the effential properties of dit- 


* Mat, xii. 43, 449 4. 
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tinction between the operations of con- 


Science, and the operation of God's 


Holy Spirit: And I cannot omit the 
preſent opportunity of remarking, that 
had they been more cloſely attended 
to, than experience ſhews they have, 


in forming the eſtimate of regeneration, 


it would have prevented many unjuſt 


concluſions, which have been made of 


that doctrine. I am fully perſuaded, 
that it is chiefly, if not altogether, to 
the want of this diſcrimination, that 


ſo many have been ſuppoſed Apoſtates 


from the faith, who, notwithſtanding, 
never was in the faith. For if, through 


dur dimneſs of perception, we firſt 
miſtake the works of conſcience for 


the operations of the Holy Spirit; and 


then, in the after ſtages of life, find 


the natural effect, is it to be wondered 
at, that falſe concluſions ſhould be 
drawn from ſuch falſe premiſes? Is it 


A; grace, 


_ poſſible for a man that never was i 
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9 grace to fall from grace? Men 


may be enhghtened by the appre- 
henſion of the underſtanding only; 


may taſte and yet diſlike the heaven/y 


gift; be made ſartakers of the Holy 


Gia, in the information of their minds 


as to doctrines; but in all theſe, there 
is no one act of ſpecial and ſaving grace 
on the ſoul, in the gifts of regenera- 


tion, of repentance, and faith which 


worketh by love. It is 7af{ing only, which 
though ſufficient when received with 


approbation, to excite the deſire of 
receiving larger draughts to the pur- 
Poſes of ſalvation, yet F refected is nig 


unto curſing * When we fee to what 
nearneſs of reſemblance in grace, 


characters of no grace may approach. 


it may ſerve indeed as it is deſigned, to 


ſhew how very cloſe and ſcrutinizing, 
_ every one ought to be, in examining 
his own heart for the proofs of the | 


See Heb. vi. 4. 8. 
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real principle; yet to confound both _ 


together, and becauſe /ome, who for a 
time have made a profeſſion, but with- 


out poſſeſſion, have manifeſted after- 


wards, that they had no part or lot iu 
this matter, to imagine the doctrine 
itſelf ill-founded, is wrong. For my 
own part, 1 would rather ſuppoſe, the 
faireſt evidences of the renewed life, 
which I might behold in any man, 
queſtionable, however ſtrong they 
might be, than ſuppoſe the pure teſti- 


monies of God liable to the ſmalleſt © 


error. For, as the Apoſtle ſays, Jet God 
be true, but every men a liar.“ Of grace. 
it may be truly faid, as Gamalie! obſery- 
ed of the goſpel in general, if it were 
a work, or a counſel of men, it would 
come to nought, but if it be of God, ye 
cannot overthrow it. F It was not with- 


out the ſureſt conviction that Paul de- 
clared himſelf ſo confident of this very 


thingy that Ly who hath . wes e | 
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work in the hearts of his people, 1 
perform it until the day of Chrift.* Even 


among men, as Jeſus beautifully illuſ- 


trated it under the images of a Builder 
and Warrior; no wiſe man begins his 
operations without intending to finiſh. + 
And is it poſſible to ſuppoſe, that thai 
Lord, whoſe gifis and whoſe callings are 


without repentance ;F and whom he Joel! 
| ke loveth to the end, & ſhould manifeſt leſs 


wiſdom, to begin his own work and 
leave it unfiniſhed? | 
I have been more copious in defining 


the nature and properties of this evi- 


dence, than I otherwiſe ſhould have 
been, on account of its importance as - 
the introduction to every other, that 
1 might guard you againſt that fatal, 
but too common miſtake, of blending 
it with the convictions of conſcience, 


by which men ſtumble at the threſhold 


of he ſubjett, and in confequence err 
„Phil. i. 9 I Luke xiv. 28. 
2 Rom. xi. 9. 6 John xiii. 1 
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in going through all the other depart- 


ments. And if I have been happy 
enough to convey to your apprehenſion, 
clear ideas of. its diſtinct properties, I 


would now follow it up, with defiring 
you to make a perſonal application of 


it, to your own circumſtances. Search 
diligently, I beſeech you, for this grace 


of God. You ſee how humbling the 
divine teachings are, and what con- 


victions of ſin they produce in the ſoul. 
Before this operation of God takes 
place in the heart, men ſatisfy them- 
ſelves with flight notions of ſin, and 


indeed when at any time through va- 


nity they are prompted, to make com 
parative views of their actions with 
others; like thoſe who walk on ſtilts, 
they then fancy themſelves exalted 
above the throng. But when the ſoul 


is truly taught of God, it is brought 
down to the very duſt before him. The : 
foul feels the humbleneſs of abrabam, 5 bn 5 


* Rom. vii. 18. 
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| the ſelf-abhorrence of Job,“ the ſelf. 
| i condemnation of David,f the ſelt- 
= Joathing of Exzekzel,} the ſorrow of 
5 Jeremial, d and the conviction of Paul. 
No ſin like my ſin, the convinced foul 
will be apt to ſay; nor any burthen 
like mine: and like the Fernſalem fun- 
Fn zers at the day of Pentecoſt ; or the 
awakened Tailor at Philippi, * the only 
earneſt deſire and enquiry of ſuch an 
awakened heart will be, what my uf 4 
do to be ſaved ? Your own mind will 
beſt inform you whether ſimilar effects 
have been induced in your experience. 
If fin be your greateſt burden, a de- 
Hverance from it muſt be the greateſt 
object of your defire. If fin be your 
greateſt trouble, it ſwallows up all 
leſſer afflictions, as the rivers empty 
themſelves into the ſea. Examine 
then, whether you are ſeeking relief 


— —˙i—— - - 


i 
— 
= 
be 
7 
* 
f 
3 
Io 
aug, 
* * 
> K 
e 
5 
. 
os 
Roa 
AR 
458-1 
n 
: 
" 
i 
8 
4 » 
WE 
1 
e 
JT 
We | 
Ws 
A+. 
HS AL 
VP 
NE 
5 
8 
3 
"x 
Iv 
4s 
WY J 
4 
1 
8 


do! — oe — — 
Lo WO en OL 
WF. — D —— 3 
FEE T 


Yer 
b 


=— . : 
a) Eu no > Tg 
e 
b 
. 


We 
8 
a. 


REEF 85 rr SV 8 
5 22 3 1 * 
_ * 2 — — 2 * 
* as 7 "_ £4" — 
A Es Techn 
pod <= - 8 


* Job xlii. 6. + Pfalm1. f Exek. vi. 9. 
§ Jerem. ix. 1, || Rom. vii. 18. 

1 Acts ii. 37. ** Ac. xvi. 30. 

0 5 from 


. — « 8 IgE FE * 5 F 
8 SS > Ny 3 
7e. ae 
— - = 
3 . >; 0G 


5 1 %, or \ KG 
— IG 


ge bY | 38h, WER by Wu ot bu hal bi 04 BS A 
4 7 y . — — ans ha i r N e _—_ 2 > 
n * 1 4 bl , * 
« 


TO HIS CHILDREN. 77 [ 
{rom it, with an earneſtneſs nothing | 
can equal: with a conſtancy nothing | 
can interrupt ; and with a fearfulneſs 
and anxiety, leſt after all you ſhould 
come ſhort of it; like a man cruſhed | 
under ſome mighty ruins, with juſt 
power to lift a voice of entreaty for | 
help, but unable to help himſelf, cry. 
ing to God for deliverance ? 
1 ſhall leave thoſe queſtions with you ö 
for the mind ſeriouſly to revolve, and _ 
as faithfully to anſwer: and proceed „ 
to a third evidence in the renewed life, 3 
intimately connected with the former: 4 
namely, the proper apprehenſion of 1 
what is related in Scripture, . concern- : 
Ing the perſon and offices of the Lord 4 
Jeſus Chriſt, as the Saviour of ſinners. 
This follows immediately in order in 
the plan of ſalvation ; which is zo re- 1 1 


pent and believe the goſpel :* and corxe- | 

{ponds exactly to what the Redeemer | | 

tough of the operations of the Bleſſed — | 
25 Mark i „ The 5 
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78 LETTERS FROM A FATHER 
| Spirit, that he ſhould firſt convince ' of 
fin, and then of he righteouſneſs of the 
| Saviour.* And it is ſuch a plan of 
|!  Ffalvation, as carries with it, in my 
| eſteem, one of the higheſt proofs of 
the ſovereignty of divine mercy. For 
when a foul is brought down to the 
Joweſt degree of humiliation before 
God ; ſtripped of all ſelf-confidence, 
and the conſciouſneſs of fins and ini- 
quities abounding on every ſide: a 
the eye cannot behold to the utmoſt 
Horizon of ſenſe, a ſingle ray of hope 
in any Auman reſources; it is evident 
that unleſs the ſame divine hand that 
wounds, ſhould point to ſome means 
of remedy, help can arrive from no 
other quarter ; and therefore the tou! 
under the preffure of forrow would tit 
down hopeleſs in its miſery, and fink 
Into ſullenneſs or deſpair. What a 
charming inſtance is it then of the di- 
vine benignity, (and which I venture 
| 1 John xvi. 95 10. 
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to believe, more or leſs, every truly- 
convinced heart hath experienced) that 
the ſecret drawings of the Father to 
the Son ſhould accompany the con- 
victions of the bleſſed Spirit; ſo that 


While the ſoul is bowed down with a 
ſenſe of ſin, the Lord graciouſly iy- 


clines it to behold with ſome degree of 


faith, that Lamb of God which taketh 
away the fin of the world.* The Pa- 


triarch David felt this in an eminent 


degree, when he declared under his 
convictions he fhould utterly have faint- 
ed, but that he believed he fhould ſee the 


goodneſs of the Lord in the land of the 
living. And I am perſuaded the 


ſame principle, and from the ſame 
cauſe, props the mind of the Lord's 
people under their firſt convictions, 


when like a garriſon they are ſurround- 
ed on every fide, and all reſources are 


cut off from the beſieged, but what 


ariſes from ſome ſubterraneous paſſage 


* „John! i, 29. I Pſalm xxvii. 10. 
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unknown to the foe, by which. relief 


is conveved within. Whether the 


Lord, in his abundant mercy, hath 


followed up the convictions of his 


Holy Spirit in your heart, with reveal- 
ing the all-ſufficient righteouſneſs of 
the Saviour, 1s the firſt queſtion you 


are intereſted to inquire into, under 
our preſent particular: and the next 


to this will be, whether your convic- 


tion of the all- ſufficiency of Jeſus, as 


aà Saviour, hath been followed with 
the perſonal application of it to your 


own heart, in the fight of God: it 
will not be ſufficient Toe. you to know 
the Hit, without going on to the ap- 


Prehenſion of the ſecond. The higheſt 
' notions of the competence of. the Sa- 


viour to the ſalvation of the world, 


without feeling an intereſt in the effects 
of this ſalvation, are nothing, For 
what would it be to you or to me, in- 


dividually conſidered, to know Chriſt 


under all his divine offices, in the mere 
| article 
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article of knowledge, unleſs we are 


frerſonally intereſted in the benefits of 


them. It is enough that Chriſt is an 
all- ſuffcient Saviour, and able 79 fave 


to the utter moſt all that come to God by 


im, unleſs he be ſo to. yow and to 


me? The grand queſtion is, whether 


he be formed in our hearts the hope of 


glory ff 7 
It would conſtitute more the work 
of a treatiſe, than the ſubſtance of a let- 


ter, to go over the ground of Scripture, 


in gathering proofs of the all- ſufficien- 
cy of Jeſus as the Saviour of his peo- 


ple. I ſhail rather aſſume it for grant- 
ed, that you are already in poſleſſion 


of the evidences of his ability, and 
only defire to know your ztereft in 
him; for if God hath been your Teach- 


er in reproving the heart /in, there 
can be no doubt but he hath alſo, in 


convincing you of the righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus, as all-ſufficient to falvation : fo 


. Me Heb. vii. 25. + Col. i. 27. 
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| that the grand queſtion remaining witl; 
you as an evidence of the renewed 
life is, whether you have property in 
the Redeemer's offices to call him your. 
Saviour. . 

The marks and characters by which 
you may know this are very plain and 
diſcriminating. No man can come to ne 
(ſays Chriſt) except the Father which 
hath ſent me draw lim.“ Are you come 
to Chriſt? will be the natural queſtion 
reſulting from this declaration of the 
Saviour: for if ſo, it is evident the Fa- 
ther muſt have drawn you. And if the 
Father hath drawn you to the Saviour, 
your acceptance is ſecure; for Jeſus 
declares, all that come to him he wil 
in no wiſe caſt out.. And the characters 
of - thoſe who come to Jeſus are as 
faithfully deſcribed. It is they which 
travail and are heavy laden. It is they 
which tunger and thirſi after righteouſ- 

I chn vi. 44. + John vi. 37. 
„ e e | 


neſs. 
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neſs * It is they which are poor in 
{pirit.F So that by only examining the 
qualities of the mind, and comparing 
them with Scripture declarations con- 
cerning them, the information will be 
eaſily gathered, whether our experi- 
ence correſponds with the word of 
God, and of conſequence whether we 
nave a perſonal intereſt in the redemp- 
tion by Jeſus. Your own ideas will 
beſt inform you, under the divine 
teachings, whether you have this evi- 


dence of a renewed life, and can adopt 


the language of the Apoſtle Paul upon 
the occaſion. The life (ſays he} which 
I now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gabe himſelf for me.} And when you 
can aſſume the ſame language, and ſay 
as Paul did, that the Son of God hath 
loved you, and given himſelf for you, 
you will have found by happy expe» 


rience this evidence of the renewed, 


Mat. v. 6f + Mat. v. 3. f Gal. ii: 20. 
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life, and live, as Paul did, a life of 
faith on the Son of God. 


It 1s time to relieve your attention, 


and I ſhall therefore only in this Let- 
ter detain you with one evidence more, 


which, as Jeſus hath been pleaſed to 
connect with the two former, I dare 


not ſeparate; namely, the judgement 


of the Prince of this world in the hearts 


of God's people. He fhall reprove of 
Judgement, (ſays Chriſt) becauſe the 


Prince of this world is judged.'* But 
under this I may be very brief; for if 
the Lord hath taught you the great evil 
of fin, and the righteouſneſs of the 
Saviour, the Prince of this world is judę- 
ed in your heart and affections : the 


frrong man armed is caſt out, and a fironger 


than he is come upon him and hath overcome 
him, taken from him his armour where- 


in he truſted, aud divided his ſpoils F If 


Jeſus hath revealed himſelf, under his 
three-fold office to your apprehenſion, 


* John xvi. 11. 11 Luke xi. 223 23. I 
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as the prophet to inſtruct, as the frieſt to 
atonè, and as the king to govern his peo. | 
ple: and if you know Chriſt, under 
thoſe divine offices, what greater evi- 
dences can any foul require of the new 
and ſpiritual life ? 


1 only for the preſent add a prayer, 
that the Lord may be your teacher in 
all divine things, and grant you to | 


have a clear apprehenſion of the /ight 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
lie face of Feſus Chriſt, * 
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9 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
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LETTER IV. 


| | I HAVE often thought, what a gra- 


cious attention the Great Head of his 
[3 Church and People hath manifeſted, 


7 in attording them ſo many and various 
_ evidences of the renewed life; that if 
one ſhould at any time fail, they might 
have recourſe to 2zother. You can 
hardly open the book of God, in any 
part, but you will diſcover more or leſs 
- proofs of this nature. The kind Re- 
deemer well knew that there would be 
many ſeaſons in the experience of 
every true follower of himſelf in the I 
regeneration, when like Paul, in his 1 
dangerous voyage, neither ſun nor ftars 
would afyfiear for many days, during 
which period a/! kofies of being ſaved 
3 ; » & 2vould be taken away.* He knew alſo, 
| | that not only from outward cauſes, but 7 


| 
|! \ Acts xxvii. 20, 
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from mward effefts, his people would 
ſometimes feel but too much the man of 
God's faithleſsneſs, and now expect ihe 
Heere to be moiſt, and now to be dry,“ in 


order to confirm divine aſſurances. And 


doth it not form the moſt deciſive proot 
of condeſcenſion and benignity in the 


dear Lord to his people, that ſo much 
regard hath been ſhewn, even to their 
weakneſs and unworthineſs, in this 


particular, in fo many and various 


marks being afforded them, that they 


might not deſpond in a tried hour?— 
As a proof of what I ſay, I would de- 


fire you to look at the 17th chapter of 


Saint John's Goſpel, where you will 
find, in that moſt affectionate prayer, 
the Redeemer offered to the Supreme 
Father, in the cloſe of his miniſtry, ns 
lefs than five diſtinct evidences of the 


rekewed life, all thrown together 
within the compaſs of a few verſes of. am; 


each other, by which the humbleſt * 


* Judges vi. 37, 40. 
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and leaſt informed of the Lord's people 
may be enabled to aſcertain his own 
character. The ff is his peculiar ma- 
nifeſtation of his father to the believer, 


as diſtinguiſhed from the unbelieving 


world. 1 have manifeſted (ſays Jeſus) hr 


name of the men which thou gaveſt me ot of 
tne world; thine they were, and thou gave} 


them to me. O righteous Father, the worli 


hath not Known thee, but theſe have Rnowi 


that thou haſt jent me.“ Nou fee how 
clear and deciſive this is as an evidence 
of the renewed life: where we find the 
manifeſtation of the Father to the 
Lord's people is made a ſure mark of 
regeneration, oppoſed to that 7gnorace 
which appears in the unawakened 
world. To. this teſtimony a ſecond is 
added, im a ſubſequent verſe, where 
the manifeſtation of God is followed 


with knowiny and believing the truth of 


Chriſt's os, They have known 
ſurely (ſays Jeſus) at I came out from 


* John Xvii. 6, 255 


the 
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thee, and they have believed that thou didſt 
fend me.“ Knowing and believing are 


ſtrong expreſhons to denote that vital 
apprehenſion which oſeſors of the 
renewed life enjoy, contraſted to the 
mere nominal reſeſſor of godlineſs ; and 
clearly diſcriminate character. But 
Jeſus did not ſtop here. He proceeds 
to a third very ſtriking particularity in 
his people, in having given them the 


Father's word, and they receiving it, 
and keehing it a8 evidences to whom 
they belong. I have given them (ſays 


Chriſt) he words which thou gaveſt me : 
and they have recetved them; and they 
have keit thy word. And as if all this 
was not enough, the indulgent Lord 


adds in this chapter a yet more endear- 


ing mark in that nion he hath with his 
people, and they with him, which 
forms a fourth moſt ſatisfying teſti- 


mony of the renewed life. I in them 


(fays Jeſus) and thou in me, that they 
| 9 John xvii. 8, 6. 7 16⁴⁴. | 
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| may be one even as we are one. And 

this union of Jeſus with his people, oz 
1 account of its infinite importance, i; 
- mentioned ſeveral times in his prayer.* 
| | And laſtly, the h evidence we mect 


with in this memorable chapter, and 
which is not by any means the ſmalleſt 
or leaſt conſiderable, is that feparati9 
and difinfion from the world, together 
with the Hatred the world bears to the 
Lord's people on that account, by 
which they have been known in all. 
ages. They are not of the world (ſays 
Jetus), and the world hateth them becanjc 
they are not of the world, even as 1 on: 
not of the world.T 
You will perceive that J have only 
glanced at the ſeveral characters ot 
diſtinction in thoſe evidences, without 
amplifying obſervations -upon ther. 
My with is to compreſs, as much as 
poffible, within the ſmalleſt compaſs. 
What I have ſaid will ſerve, however. 
* John xvii. 21, 22, 23, 26. t John xvii. 24, 16, 
ö i 
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to ſhew you the gracious intention of 


the Redcemer, in this accumulation of 


ſo many teſtimonies for his people's 
comfort within the limits of a ſhort 
chapter ; and will prompt you, I hope, 


to ſearch for ſimilar inſtances in the ſa- 


cred volume. That the Lord deſigned 
them for the conſolation of his people 
cannot be doubted, when we at- 


tend to what he ſays himſelf concerning 
them in this ſame chapter. Theſe 
lings (fays Chriſt) I freak in the world, 


that they might have my Jo fulfilled in 
themſelves * 


But though I have purpoſely ſtudied 


much brevity 4 in ſpeaking of thoſe evi- 


dences, yet let me hope that you will 


not paſs them over ſo haſtily. It will be 
both your duty and intereſt to examine 


your own heart by them as ſo many 


touchſtones of character, and to make 
each of them ſeparately and diſtinctly 


the ſerious ſubject of enquiry, For 


John xvii. 13. 
example: 
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example: Under the fr of them; if 


Jeſus manifeſts his Father's name unte 
the men which the Father hath given Vin: 
out of the world, the queſtion is, hath 
he done ſo to you That the Lord 
comes nigh to his people in ſenſible 
manifeſtations of his gracious preſence 
in their. ſeaſons of worſhip, in their 
daily employments, and in ſhort in all 
the various providences by which they 
are exerciſed, 18 a truth which remains 
not now to be queſtioned but by ſcep- 
tics. An awakened foul is at times as 
conſcious of the Lord's approaches, 
fad at others as ſenſible of his with- 
drawings, as the natural man knows 


the preſence or abſence of the ſun of 
this lower world, by the effects. That 


gracious influence, which not unfre- 


quently awakens in the foul before 


Hrayer the deſire of drawing nigh to 


God; that gracious aſſiſtance his peo- 


ple feel in prayer, in helping their in- 
flrmities; and that gracious manifeſ⸗ 


nnn 
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tation after frrayer, in the kind anſwers 


which come down to the ſupply of 
their reſpective wants through Chritt 
Feſus. What are theſe but fo many 


proofs, and of the moſt poſitive and 


convincing kind, of the truth of the 
doctrine? And indeed of ſuch, I may 
fay, as Paul did to Agrifjia, upon a 
ſubject equally ridiculed by the unbe_ 


 Hever in his days; why ond it be 


thorght a thing incredible* Look into 
the world of nature, and fee what a 
conſciouſneſs is every where manifeſted 
of the Lord's operations. Was you 
never led to remark the effect of the 


-fun's influence on the hedges; how 


after ſhedding his beams on the flowers 


in ſome bright day, and melting the 
finer particles of his warmth, the vola- 


rilized odour, diſſolved and ſuſpended 


in the air, hach been ſcattered around 
in much fragrancy? And why may 


we not luppoſe that it is ſrom the 


* "As: xxvi. 8. 
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' Influence of the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
| ſhedding his gracious warmth on the 
ſoul, which brings forward the finer 
8 affections of an awakened heart in the 
fragrancy of devotion? Nothing can | 
be more clear and evident, than that | 
| all the works of nature depend upon l 
| the ſun of this lower world, as thc 
| great vivifying ſource of their exiſtence. 
1 Non tideſt thy face (ſays David), they — 
= 8 are troubled ; thou takeſt away their breath, 
they die and return to their duft. And g 
"i mall it be thought that the God ot 0 
"n grace is leſs attentive to the highly fa- 1 
| voured objects of his bounty in the in- : 


tellectual? Moſt unqueſtionably, as '$F 1 
in nature ſo in grace, the God of both IM ; 
hath methods of communication ſo as 
to impart what inftuence he ſees pro- 
per, and by what medium he pleaſes. 

And the ſouls of his believing people 
are as ſenſible of thoſe manifeſtations 
in his approaches and withdrawings, 

* Pſalm Civ, 29. 
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from their effects, as the ſeveral works 
of nature teſtify their apprehenſion of 


that influence under which they live. 
J have been led frequently to conſider 
that humble but little regarded flower 


the Heliotrope, or Turnſole,* as it is 
commonly called, and ſo diſtinguiſhed 


from the peculiar properties of its na- 
ture, as highly illuſtrative of this doc- 
trine. This plant lives ſo much under 
the ſun's influence, that its face is al- 
ways inclined towards it. When the 


great luminary of the day climbs the 


heavens and advances to its meridian, 


the Heliotrope lifts its head towards it, 


and follows it with much ſeeming en- 


Joyment, until the object of her affec- 


tion is gone down the Weſtern Hemi- 


iphere ; unfolding her leaves to receive 
all the vivifying influence of his beams 


while above the Horizon, and cloſing. 
them as ſoon as ſet. A beautiful, but 


5 Heliotropium, ex Hae et era, quod ſe & 
; cumagat cum ſole.— Prix x. 
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modeſt emblem. of the believer; who, 
in his 4idden life, deſires to turn only 
to the Sun of Righteouſnels, liſting up 
the head with joy while under his ma- 
nifeſtations, and drooping during his 
abſence; and though conſtantly open to 
receive out of his fulneſs grace for 


grace, yet wiſhing to be cloſe ſhut to 


every other, 


But I loſe time in contending for the 


doctrine. My preſent province is to lead 
youratherintothe enquiry, whether you 
have experienced a perſonal proof of it ? 
— Suffer me once more therefore to re- 


peat the queſtion : Hath Jeſus mani- 


feſted the Father to yow Remember 
that this is the grand point, in which 
the ſubject terminates. Fa man love 


me (lays Chriſt) my Father will love him, 
"and we ll come unto him, and make our 
abode with him. Ex amine the evidences 


by their effects. And while you are 
ſeeking, may Jeſus himſelf draw nigh to 
you, as he did to his diſciples i in their 
. «> | Way 
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way to Emmans. And ſhould your eyes 
be holden for a while as theirs were, 
while talking ly the way, yet if by 
earneſt prayers you confrain the un- 
known Saviour to tarry with you 
through the night of ignorance until 
the day, depend upon it he will manifeſt 
himſelf to you as he did to them, and 
not unprobably it may be in that ſo- 
jemn ordinance which he himſelf hath 
ſo graciouſly appointed in n of 
read. 

I might lead you throu 0 the ſeveral 
heads for examination under the other 
evidences which Jeſus hath marked in 
this chapter; but I ſhould hope the 
outlines which I have drawn of the 
firjt of them will ſerve as ſo many ſpe- 
cimens of what might be ſketched of. 
the reſt. You cannot be at a loſs, I 
think, to diſcriminate that knowledge 
and belief which Jeſus-ſ>eaks of in the 
— fecond evidence, and which i in itſelf im- 
Flies a 8 heart⸗frurching and an heart- 
5 convinc ing 
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_ convincing proof of the goſpel, from 
that kiftorical head-knowledge and be- 
lief with which thouſands ſit down 


contented in their reception of divine 


truths. If the mere conſent of the un- 
derſtanding to the faith of the goſpc 
conſtituted a true believer, devils them 
ſelves would be in grace, for they arc 
faid 20 believe and tremble.* Let nothing 
therefore ſatisfy your mind in ſeeking 
this evidence of the renewed lite, ſhort 
of that knowledge which maketh you 
 2viſe unto ſalvation ; in putting on the net 
man, which after God is created iu rig hte- 
ouſneſs and true holineſs. 

In like manner, in your inveſtigation 
of the zhird teſtimony ſpoken of, in e. 


ceiving the words of eternal life, and 


keehing them; ſee whether you have 
ſo received and kept them, as one that 
groweth thereby. If you have found 
that pearl of great price-in the field ot 


ſeripture, have you ſo found as to fel 


0 Eph. iv. xxivo + Pſalm exix, 72, | 
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all you have and buy? This is to re- 
ceive and keep the word of eternal life, 
when Chrift dwelleth in the heart by faith, 
and when the word of Chrift dwells in 
us richly in all wiſdom ; when like David 


you can ſay, ie law of thy mouth is 
dearer unto me than 9 of ou and 


fitver * 


That precious union which the Re- 


deemer ſpeaks of between himſelf and 
his people, when he ſays, I in them, and 
they in me, and which I noticed for a 

fourth evidence of trial in this chapter, 
is ſo much the real effect of regeneration 


in every renewed ſoul, that nothing 


can afford an higher teſtimony of being 

paſſed from death to life, than when we 
are become members of Chrift s body, of 
his fleſh, and of his bones. F To enter 
upon a deſcription of this union would 
be ſuperfluous. The whole volume of 


ſcripture is full of proofs and illuſtra- 
tions of it. And the ſacred writers are 


* Pſalm exix. u. 
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ſending us continually to the moſt 
ſtriking metaphors, in order to convey 
its clear apprehenſion. The Fine and 
its Branches.-—The Head and its Mei- 


bers —The Marriage Union—are made 


uſe of as ſo many emblems to repre- 


ſent it by. And as theſe are all very 
pertinent in illuſtrating the dottrine, 
ſo the ſubject of enquiry concerning 


this union, with the perſon of- the Re- 
deemer, may be brought to a very 
ſhort iſſue. If Jeſus be the Vine and 
you are the Branch, all your life, and 
moiſture, and fruitfulneſs muſt be m 


him. If Jeſus be the Head, and you 
the Member of this myſtical body, one 
object, one deſire, will be the uniform 
- purſuit of both. Your language will 


be like that of Rath : Where thou poei, 


| « will go, and where thou lodge 1 wilt 


lodge; thy fieofele ſhall be my freofule, aud 


thy God ny God. The Lord do ſo to me, 
aud more alſo, if ought part thee and me.“ 


Ruth i. 16. 


And 
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And if Jeſus hath berrothed you to him 


felf for ever in righteouſneſs, in judgement, 


in loving kindneſs, and in mercy ;* it is as 


is elſewhere, declared, that you ſhould be 
for himſelf, and not for another F Ex- 


amine your own heart by theſe marks, 


and you will find them ſo many ſtand- 
ards by which may be clearly aſcer- 


tained this evidence of the renewed 
life. 


And in reſpect to the f jth teſtimony z 


that of act being of the world, even as 
Chrift when on earth wwas not of the world, 
the examination of the heart under a 
ſingle principle will be ſufficient to let 


any man into the ſecret at his awn cha- 


rafter in this parcicular. To what ob- 


ject of purſuit is your attention chietly 


directed; is it to God or to the world ? 
In every deg: egenerated mind the 1dol of 
this world is dethroned, and CAriſt is 
formed there the hahe of glory. Ye are 

Bead (fays Paul) and your /ife 1s kid with 


* Hoſ, ii, 19, + Ia, xliii, 27; 
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Chrift in God. Dead in affection to al! 
the allurements of the world, and :dde 
in the life of faith on the Son of God. 
when you know that he hath loved you 
and given himſelf for you. What an- 
ſwer will the heart make to theſe ſcru- 
tinizing queſtions ariſing out of this 
vaſt diſtinction of character? Accord- 
ing to the reply, you will be enabled 
to judge for yourſelf. And as the teſ- 
timony of an Apoſtle decidedly aſſures 
us, that if any man love the world, be 
his profeſſion or appearances ever ſo 
promiſing, he love of the Father is not iu 
#4im ;* ſo on the other hand, when the 
mind is deadened 10 every purſuit 
which is merely earthly, like a mortified 
limb which feels no pain in amputat- 
ing, the world will hang too looſe to 
; the affections to occaſion any great 
diſtreſs in ſeparation ; but faith will 
be always with, the wing plumed, 
ready to teke flight at a moment's call, 
John ii. 15. 
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to mount up with holy joy and rapture 
to meet the Lord in the air. 

When you have made the neceflary + -| 
ſcrutiny reſpecting theſe ſeveral diſtinct EK 
evidences of the renewed life, ſuffer 1 
me to lead you by the hand into the | 
held of enquiry, in reference to ſome | j 
other examinations of a ſimilar nature. 3 3 

I conſider the giving way af the car 
al mind (which in ſcripture is declared 
to be enmity againſt God, and which in 
a ſtate of unregeneracy cant be ſubjet |} | 
20 the Jaw of God)* to be no ſmall Wi- 
gence of the renewed life. The very | 
firſt traces that we can diſceru of this 
natural averſion to divine things being 
rooted out, is a ſtriking proof of the 
change wrought 1 in the 45 For the 
word of God hath decidedly  ſhewn 
mat nature and Srace muſt ever be 
hoſtile to each other, and like e iron 
aud the clay in the image of the Prophet 


| 
| 
viſion, never can coaleſce F Asin the | I 
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Patriarch's family, he that was born after I 

the fleſh perſecuted him that was born after L 

the Spirit ; even ſo it is now* When- , 

ever therefore you diſcover the elder a 

ſerving the younger; I mean nature 0 

brought under dominion to grace, ſo as a 

to feel the hatred to the truth loſing & 

its holdfaſt in the mind, and the love H 

| | of ſpiritual things taking place, depend qe 
78 upon it, the life of faith is begun! in the 
1 8 5 1 
|; In ſearching however for this evi- | ; 
[4 dence, I muſt admoniſh you to the 1 
4 ſame caution as upon a former occaſion, 2 
nn not reſting ſatisfied with the ſem. 5 
pDPDlance for the reality, and fo after ai! 10 
þ | come ſnort of the grace of God. Thou gh | Ol 
; | the carnal mind be enmity againſt | yy 
f God, and it is impoſſible in the very wy 

4 | nature of things while unrenewed to . 
be otherwiſe, yet ſuch is the deceit- ah 
| | fulneſs of the heart, that this hatred 1 


will PO be folded up | ſo e : 


* Gal. i iv. 29. 
in 
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in its deepeſt receſſes that it ſhall not 
be eaſily diſcovered. There are perſons 


in whom ſhall appear perhaps fo total an 
apathy to divine truths as if there was 


neither loye nor hatred in their minds 
againſt iff but like Gallo, they ſeem 
40 care for none of theſe things.* — 
But whoever imagines that this time- 
ſerving Ruler in Achaia was really in- 
different to the word of God, will be 
ſadly miſtaken. From an authority, 
not to be queſttoned, we learn, that 


he that is not with Jeſus is againſt Aim. 
There can be no neutrality. And 


Callio was in the very moment of all 
this ſeeming indiſſerence, as every 
other unrenewed man is, an utter ene- 


my to the truth of Jeſus. And the 


only reaſon why it did not manifeſt 
itſelf was, becauſe ſome other more 
powerful principle at that time opera- 


ted to call off the mind. Men may 


allume an apparent diſregard to viel 
M Acts Xxviii. 1 7. ; t Mat. Xii. 30. 
religion 
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religion ; may even go as far as to pro- 


feſs affection for the followers of 979 
godlineſs, on account, of ſome conſti- 
tutional good quaktles they find in 
them; or perhaps from = con- 
netted with them in the föücial rela- 


tions of life: nay, ſome ſhall advance 


beyond all this, and like Ezekie!'s hear 
ers“ profeſs to love to hear, the truth 
and fit as the Lord's people under a 
preached goſpel; and ſhould it to 


happen that the times favour rehgion, 
or any private by-ends can be anſwered 


by it, like 7e ſhall cry out, come /-- 
my zeal for the Lord; f but all this is 
nothing but nature, unrenewed m 
ture, not grace: the enmity of the 


carnal mind againſt God, is like a rot- 


er 


ten core in the heart, lurking under 
all, and if their times changed thei 
complexion, or occaſion offered to un- 
fold the depth of iniquity, the whole 
would come out. | 

* Ezek. xxxiii. 30. + 2 Kings x. 16. 
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In your eſtimate therefore of this 
teſtimony, let this be the ſingle ſcruti- 
nizing queſtion by which you may try 
it, which if well applied will anſwer 

in the ſtead of a thouſand. Do yon love 
the truth for the truth's ſake, indehendent 
of every other motive? Proſecute this 
enquiry under every form in which it 
can be applied, and depend upon it, 
if conſcience gives an unequivocal re- 
ply and ſays yes, that your former aver- 
ſion to vital religion is rooted out, and 
your preſent regard proceeds from a real 
aflection both to the perſon of the 
F Lord's people, and to their religion, 
on its own account; you may with 
ſafety conclude, however ſmall and 
inconſiderate your own attainments in 
divine things may be as yet, the work 
of grace' is begun in the heart, for 
ſuch an evidence proves what Pan! 
hath declared, that while to be carnally 
minded is death, to be Kein itually minded 
js # ſe and POP | 
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While I am ſpeaking of this evi 
dence of the renewed life, I am nhatu- 
rally reminded of another, intimately 


connected with it, which the Apoſtle 


Fohn mentions : namely, of tbe love of 
the brethren. We know (ſays he) that 
we are Haſſed from death to life, becauſe 
we love the brethren* But I have ſo 
fully explained this teſtimony in my 


Sermons on. the Operations of the 
Holy Ghoſt, that I conceive it would 


be ſuperfluous to enlarge upon it by 
letter, when you can eaſily refer to 
the work itſelf. Suffer me however, 


in addition to what is there ſaid, to 


obſerve, that this love of the brethren, 


. peculiarly diſtinguiſhing them, as the 


people of God, is a love which will 
manifeſt itſelf to a/ in whom the grace 
of God appears. Not confined to 


party, or perſuaſion, to rank, or per- 
fon, but univerſally to all 2% Jove the 


cha iii. . + See the 8th Sermon 
particularly. W 


Lord 
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Lord Jeſus Chrif in fincerity and truth. 
The renewed ſoul who loves a follower 


] of the bleſſed Jeſus, becauſe he is a 


follower, will conſequently love al that 


are his followers. And that you may 
know whether you have arrived at the 
higheſt attainment reſpecting this evi- 
dence, let this be your ſtandard of en- 
quiry. Do you love thoſe moſt emi- 
nently among the Lord's people, who 
are moſt eminently diſtinguithed by the 
Redeemer? Do you love them for 


thoſe ſpiritual attainments by which 
they approach nearer in reſemblance 
to the perſon of Jeſus, even though 
hereby they ſoar above yourſelf? Here 
is a trying queſtion to the ſoul; but 
certainly a very proper one. In nature, 


if an earthly parent diſtributes his 


gifts among his children with an un- 


equal hand, it will occaſion a thou- 
and jealouſies and animoſities. But 
in grace it is the reverſe. If my hea- 
venly Father hath given to my brother 
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greater gifts and graces of his Huly 
Spirit than he hath thought proper to 
beſtow on me; theſe are in the ap- 
pointment of his wiſdom, and unquet- 
tionably right: and my duty is to love 


my brother the more for them, as one 


eminently diſtinguiſhed by my Father. 
1 might as well envy angels for their 
ſuperior rank, as look with an evil eye 
on my brother's ſituation. It may be, 
and indeed I confeſs it is, a painful 

leſſon to fleſh and blood, but remen- 
ber I am now propoſing to you not a 

leſſon of nature, but of grace. And as 
wie love the perſon of the Redeemer, 
becauſe he is the moſt fair, the moſt 
lovely of all beings, and the chief 


among ten thouſand ; ſo in the ſcale 0: 


exiſtence, he that moves in the hi gheſt 
orb of. glory in ſpiritual things, by be- 
coming nearer to the perſon of ej, 
will become the, dearer to the Lord”: 
People, and be eſteemed the more 
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TO HIS CHILDREN, 111 


kighly in love for the very grace's 
lane. 5 OY ng 
I have been relieving your mind 


from looking into the higher and more 


trying evidences of regeneration, in 
bringing before you thoſe lefler marks 
juſt gone through. But let me now 
again raiſe your attention to one emi» 
nently great and intereſting, and which 


pray God you may be enabled, 


through his grace, to diſcover in your 
own perſonal experience: I mean, zke 
indwelling reſidence of the Hoiy Ghoſt in 


the heart. This was plainly foretold by 
the Prophet, to be among the glorious 
events of goſpel days, that te Lord 
would come and dwell in the midft of his 


people.* And the Apoſtle follows up the 
aſſurance with the ſtrongeſt certificate. 


that it is fulfilled in the experience of 


every truly regenerated believer. Here- 
by we know (ſays he) that he abideth in 


%s by the ſpirit which he hath given uf 


Zech. ii. 10, 11. + 1 John iii. 24. 
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Indeed as many of the Prophets were 


commiſſioned to predict, ſo all the 
Apofiles concur in the teſtimony to ai- 
ſure, that the bodies of believers are 
the temples of the Holy Ghoſt which dive 
in lem. x But it is not the certainty 
of the doctrine that I am engaged to 


notice, for that J conceive to be un- 


queſtionable, but the perſonal proof of 
it in your heart. Before I lead you to 
this examination however, juſt let me 
deſire you to pauſe, in order properly 
to diſcriminate this indwelling reſi- 
dence of the Bleſſed Spirit, from that 
former evidence I noticed, of the e. 
lieuer s union with Jeſus, Both, no 


doubt, are intimately connected in the 
myſterious life of faith, but as theſe 
are very diſtinct in their operations 


they are conſequently ſeparable to 


our diſcernment. Jn our union with 
the perſon of Jeſus, we who were by 


nature afar off, and enemies 10 God ©)» 


® 1 Cor. vi. 19. 
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ika works, are brought nigh and be 
come reconciled in the body of his fieſh. 
In the Holy Spirit's refding in our 


hearts, the Lord quickens his people 


by the operations of his grace. So 
that by the one we infer a ſure evi- 
dence of the renewed life from our 
living in him. By the other we derive 
as poſitive an aſſurance from his dwell- 


ing in us, Theſe are certainly diſtinEt 


properties and highly meriting our ob- 
ſervation. 


For this gracious indwelling of the 


Holy Spirit of which I now ſpeak, it 


is, that all thoſe ſweet communications 
ariſe, which are ſo refreſhing to the 
Lord's people amidſt the great variety 
of ways, both of providence and 
grace, with which they are exerciſed 


in the preſent world. The gracious 


Lord meets them in the ordinary walks 
of life, as well as in their more ſacred 


ſeaſons of worſhip : and they are as 
leufible of this communion and fellow- 
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tip which they have 1with the Father and 


the Son, in a thouſand occurrences, as 
when drawing nigh the mercy-ſeat, 
when their payers go up, and anſwers 
come down, to the confolation of their 
hearts in Chriſt Jeſus, 

Vour enquiry, however, reſpecting 
this teſtimony may be reduced to a 
ſingle point. If CAriſt be in you (ſays 
Paul) the body is dead becauſe of fin, but the 
ſpirit is life becauſe of righteouſneſs. Aud 
if the ſpirit of Him that raiſed uf Jeſus 
from the dead dwell in you, He that raiſed 
up Chrift from the dead hath alſo quickened 
your mortal body by his ſhurit that dwelle!'; 


in you*-—The queſtion therefore is 


very. ſimple. Do you find this evidence 
in your experience? You ſee the cha- 
racters are very ſure. and unequivocal. 
In whomſoever the. Bleſſed Spirit 
dwells, the effects of his refidence 
carry tco plain marks with it to be 
* Rom, viii. 10, 11. . 

miſtaken. 
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TO HIS CHILDREN, Ing 
miſtaken. His preſence hath a tranſ- 
forming property on the minds of thoſe 
in whom he dwells; ey are changed 
into the ſame image, from glory to glory by 
the Spirit, when wah open face as in a 
glaſs they behold the glory of the Lord.“ 
Ion meeteſt him (fays the Prophet) zhat 
. rejoiceth and worketh righteouſneſs, thoſe 
that remember thee in thy ways, F And 
what is ſaid of the church in general, 
is applicable to every true believer in 
particular: wile the King fitteth at his 
table, every grace will be in exerciſe, 
which, like the fragrancy of ſtikenard, 
fendeth forth the ſmell thereof, IN 1 0 

Your own experience will beſt in- 
form you, whether you can bear a 
chearful correſpondence to thoſe preci- 
ous truths, in which a very comfortable 
cvidence of the renewed life is found. 
And juſt ſuffer me by the way. to re- 
mark, that if your heart can echo back 
the teſtimony to this charming affu- 
| de in. 18. + Iſa. Ixiv. 5. Cant. i Ul. 9. 
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| 3 rance, in having long known and en- A 
1 j;oyed the ſweet and tranſporting viſits 
of the Saviour; what preſent enjoyment 


ought you not now to derive therefrom, 
and with what holy joy to be looking 
forward to hat hour when you will 
dwell with him eternally? If thoſe 
manifeſtations are ſo raviſhing, now 


which are but ſhort, imperfect, and | | 
tranſient, when the dear Lord ſtands 
as it were behind the wall, looking in a9 


the windows, and fhewing himſelf only 
through the lattice * of ordinances : 
what will it be, when the intervening 
13K medium is thrown down, and you ſec 
1 him as he is? And ſhall not the long 
|, and well-tried experience of his faith- _ 
"BE fulneſs through life, and the fre- a s 
quency and familiarity of his gracious 
viſits upon all occaſions, induce in a 
dying hour an holy confidence, 40 com- 
mit the keeping of your ſouls unto him in 
well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator *F 
Cant. ii. 9. 1 Peteriv. 19. 


U begin 


HAT 
8 
4 


4 1 begin to fear that the conſciouſneſs 
of your ſhort-comings, to the ftandard 
of this evidence, may have induced 


fear and diſtruſt in the mind; and 
therefore I haſten to relieve it, in di- 
recting to another, which is truly con- 
ſolatory, under all the unallowed in- 


firmities of nature: I mean, Mat con- 


flift between nature and grace, which the 


Apoſtle deſcribes, when he ſays, he 


ald lufteth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſhirit 
againſt the fleſh, and theſe are contrary the 
one to the other, fo that ye cannot do the 
things ye would.* In every truly-awak- 


ened ſoul this holy warfare is found, 


which makes the heart not unfrequent- 
by, like the Shulamite we read of as a 
company of two armies. F And this be- 
comes no ſmall teſtimony of the renew- 
= ed life, becauſe it uniformly diſtin- 
= guilhes all the people of God. And 


is, that, in a ſtate of unregeneracy, 
Gan. + Cant. vi. 9 
thero 


BRF 
EY 
PS 


TO HIS CHILDREN. 19 


what renders this evidence ſo deciſive 
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there is no conflict of the kind. The 
carnal mind feels nothing of the ſort, 
but is carried down the ſtream of its 
various purſuits as refiſtleſs as the dead 
fiſh by the current of the water. It is 
poſſible, indeed, that now and then a 
momentary check of conſcience may 
croſs the mind, and alarm the finner ; 
but then theſe effects will be as ſhort 
and tranſient as the morning cloud or the 
early dew, which the riſing ſun of the 
- firſt temptation dries away, Whereas, 
in a truly-gracious ſoul, the conflicts of 
fleſh and ſpirit ariſing from the od man 
of nature crucified but not dead; and 
the new man of grace formed, but not 
perfected; are perpetual, and will 
manifeſt themſelves upon all occaſions. 
The root of fin, like the ivy in the 
wall, is incorporated ſo cloſely in the 
old building of our nature, that not- 
withſtanding the work of regenera- 
tion hath taken place, and its bud- 
| Ane are 1 under * the pruning 
4 hand 
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ro HIS CHILDREN. 179 
bond of grace, yet till the wall itſelf 
falls down, the root will not come out. 
By and by indeed, when this event 
takes place, and the body returns to its 
original duſt, fin will fall with it, and 
in the morning of the reſurrection, 


when the germ of the ſpiritual life 


formed into a glorified body ſhall ariſe, 
it will be without fot, or wrinkle, or 
any ſuck thing. But during our pro- 
greſs to the tomb, the two natures will 
be ſtruggling, and thereby afford no 


inconſiderable proof of the renewed 


life. And it was not in my apprehen- 
ſion without a ſpecial reference to this, 


that the Lord ſware to I/rae! of old 


that he would have war with Amalek, 
from generation to generation.“ For 


as every thing, more or leſs, in that 


eventful hiſtory, had a ſpiritual mean- 
ing, we may with ſafety conclude, that 


in the conflicts with the enemies of our 


e the prediction is ann, 
Exodus xvii. 16. 
when 
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|| | | when we find effects ſo uniformly cor- 
reſponding in the experience of every 
WATER true believer ; who is no ſooner awak- 
14 ened to the ſpiritual life, but is 
1 called forth to action, and who when 
bf | once he hath put on the armour of 
WH 17 light, finds no moment of putting it off, 
until death puts an end to the battle. 

I am well aware, that there are ſome 
r profeſſors of divine truths, who though 
1114 not unconſcious of this conflict at the 
114 entrance on the new life, fancy it leſ- 

ſons as we advance in the path, until 
at length nature is totally ſubdued by 
grace; and hence in a ſuppoſed capabili- 

{ ty of attaining perfection in the preſent 
life, are ſeeking meetneſs for glory in 
the future. But if ſuch be really in 
the poſſeſſion of any, I can only lay 
down in the duſt before God with an 
heart-felt acknowledgement that it is 
not my caſe. I ſometimes indeed hum- 
bly hope, that under divine ſtrength 
in the long war between the fleſh and 
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the ſpirit, the ſpiritual houſe of David 


waxeth fironger and ſtronger, and the 


_ carnal houſe of Saul becomes weaker 


end weaker * But every new ſkirmiſh 
of the foe tends but to convince 
me, that the warfare is not over, 
neither will be, but with life. CI find 
my advances in the walk of faith, more 
in defires, than in attaizments ; more in 
what I wiſh to be, than in what I rea 


ly am, I feel but too much of what 
Paul complained of, more than four- 
teen years after his converſion: when 
he confeſſed that /e good he would he 
| did not, but the evil that he would not- 


that he did. It is no {mall alleviation 


toa tried foul to find an Apoſtle com- 
planing of the fame, But the great 


® 2 Samuel iii. 1. | 5 
4 Rom. vii. 19. Paul wrote his Epiſtle to che 


Romans ſome time after his 2nd Epiſtle to the 


Corinthians, atd in that Epiſtle he ſpeaks of his 
converſion as fourteen years before, See 2 Cor, 
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reflection I confeſs, with which I am 


conſoled, under all the wna/lowed im- 
perfection of my nature, is the aſſu- 


rance of the Lord to his people, that 


in him is my help found; that all the 
fins under which my ſoul groans are 
unallowed in the very moment of com- 
miſſion; and that however they now 
oppreſs, by and by their burthen will 
be taken off: though they follow me, 
as the Epyptians did the Iſraelites, to 


the very borders of the ſea, yet I ſhall. 
look back, as they did, when once! 
| have paſſed the waves and ſet my foot 


on the eternal ſhore, and ſee thoſe ene- 


Fd 


But I am wandering from the ſub- 


Jett on enquiry, unleſs it be by thi: 


induction of particulars, to lead you 
into the cloſer inveſtigation of your 
own character. You ſee what the 
conflicts of fleſh: and ſpirit are, and 
how fully they prove in the point of 

* Hoſea x\1', 19. 


view 


EL. 


view in which I have conſidered them, 
an evidence of the renewed life. Let 
me deſire you to anatomize your heart 


by ſuch a plan. of diſſection, and lay 


open its inmoſt receſſes to this diſcove- 
ry. If you feel (as I am perſuaded you 
muſt feel, if a life of grace is begun in 


the ſoul) thoſe different principles con- 


tending in your frame ; ſee whether 


your infirmities are »1allowed infirmi- 


ties? Do you groan as Paul did, be- 


ing burthened? Is fin your greateſt 


abhorrence ; and would you give the 


world, had you the poſſeſſion of it, to | 


be for ever freed from its power? 


And. in theſe moments of warfare 
when the enemy ſurpriſes you unguard- 
ed, and leads you captive ; ; do you 
march as a captive in war, not free, 
but ſullen? Ob! it is a bleſſed thing 


to have an heart reproving, and an 


hand ſmiting, when corruptions ſeem 
to gain the aſcendancy z for it lays the 
2 ſinner where he ho continual 10 to 
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\ du lay, in the duſt before God; and it 
tends to endear the Saviour more ex- 
_ ceedingly to the heart. Untried ſouls 
are like Ephraim, a cake not turned. 
l They come forth delicately, as the de- 
1 luded Monarch we read of, concluding 
the bitterneſs of death to be faſſed: and 
know not what thoſe ſeaſons are, in 
which clouds return after the rain. I But 
the Lord's people muſt ever be a tried 
people, and in the conflicts of fleſk 
and ſpirit, brought as they frequently 
are, under the ſaws and harrows of iron, 
and paſſing through the brick-kiln,y (Which 
ſpiritually conſidered is a juſt type of 
the holy warfare) they are feelingly 
taught, what the Great Maſter meant 
by the croſs and ſelf-denial: and which 
one of his diſciples declared, and all of 
them find, that it is through much tri- 
bulation we muſt enter the . of 
(God. >< 
„Hol. vii. i. 3. | + 1 Sam. xv. 32. 
11 : pd 7 Eocleſ. xii, 2. § 2 Sam, xii. 37. pen 
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1 find the ſubject I am upon increaſ- 


ing upon me and leading into a much 
wider field than I originally intended. 


Sore ſmaller evidences of the renewed 


life, which might otherwiſe have been 
brought forward I ſhall therefore paſs 


by. The chaftiſements of a tender Fa- 
ther, which, either in the very mo- 


ment of exerciſe, or in the after fruits 
they produce, like the rod of Aaron, 


diſtinguiſhed from all others in bud- 
ding,“ prove that they are ſanctified 
afflictions, might open a large ſubject of 


this kind. — That perſecution alſo, which 
is for righteouſneſs ſake, might be much 
inſiſted on, as no inconſiderable teſti- 
mony, when in conjunction with others 
to the ſame amount. The ſweet an- 
ſwers to prayers, which ſometimes 
come in ſo plain and direct a way, as 


manifeſt the communion between God 
and the gracious ſoul; all theſe, with 
an enlightened eye, carry with them 
Numb. xvii. 6, 8. 
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evidences of God's love, and his peo- 
ple's adoption. And I have been Jed 
not unfrequently to think that. we de- 
rive both an aſſurance of the renewed 
life, and the moſt ſtriking teſtimony ol 
God's attention to us together, in Hat 
hatred which the unbelieving world 
bears to the Lord's people, in that it 
ſerves to ſeparate, and to make his 
people come out from among them. 
We are too apt to complain of the 
world's unfriendlineſs to us on account 
of our piety, and would be ſeeking 


out means, if it were poſſible, of ſot- 


tening their diſpleaſure. Why, it i. 
one of the happieſt means under grace 
of our ſafety! The Lord fences up 
our way with thoſe hedges and thorns, 
on purpoſe to keep us from their ſnares, 


For ſo much of corruption lurks about 


the heart, that we are in continua! 


danger. Like bodies in a ſtate” of 
recipience, it is dangerous' to come 
within the region of contagion; or 


like 
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like barrels of gunpowder, the leaft 
ſpark of colliſion by igniting ſerves to 


ſet the whole in a blaze. Oh! it is in 


much mercy, depend upon it. God 


draws the line of ſeparation, and ſuffers 


the carnal mind to be not only enmity 
againſt God, but againſt his people 


alſo, in which much of their ſafety con- 
fiſts. Marvel not therefore od the world 


hate you. 
The ſealings of the Holy Shirit, as an 


evidence of the renewed life, will form a 


fy proper concluſion, both to the 
ſubject and to this letter. It becomes 


indeed ſo defirable a teſtimony, that it 


is not to be wondered at, believers in 


all ages have ſo paſſionately longed for 


it; for it brings the ſoul into the ſub- 


urbs of heaven, and becomes an earneſt 


of that joy which is #n/peatable and full 
of glory: The Church, in a beautiful 


ttile of imagery, is repreſented as aſking 
it, Set me as a ſeal upon thy heart, as a 
feal upon lune. arm, for love is flrong as 


dealli; 
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death; jealouſy is cruel as the graue; the 
coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath 
a moſt vehement flame.“ The heart and 
the arm of Jeſus, at once the tendereſt 
and the moſt powerful, always in re 
membrance, and always in view, a e 
aptly choſen, to expreſs the deſires of 
the ſoul; and the cauſes aſſigned, in 
the jealouſy and anxiety of an undeter 
mined ſtate, could have had no brighter 


figure than the inſatiableneſs of the 


grave, and the ardency of a flame, to 
manifeſt the importance of the object. 
It is a conſoling conſideration to the 


mind of a believer, that the foundation of 


God ftandeth ſure, having this ſeal, the Loi d 
knoweth them that are his. F But it is a 


vaſt acceſſion of rapture to the ſoul who 
hath received this teſtimony, 10 ſet to his 
ſeal alſo that God js true. For here is 


a correſpondence of teſtimony, while 
the Holy Spirit witneſſeth to our ſpirit, 


face anſwering to face, as the heart of man 
Cant. viii, 6, + 2 Tim. ii. 19, f John iii. 37. 
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10 his friend, or as the image of the 
ſeal is found on the wax, exactly ex- 
preſſive of every lineament on the 
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cypher. 
But how defirible ſoever ſuch an 1 
evidence is, it is not the happy experi- 1 


ence of all God's children during the b 
whole life of grace, but with many, the 
dying hour only becomes the ſealing hour. 
And even in thoſe to whom the Bleſſed 
Spirit hath imparted this precious gift 
before, it is not always diſcernable. The 

heart of man is not unſimilar in this 
particular to the face of the dial, on 
whom, though the hour marks remain 
always the ſame, yet the information 
they are deſigned to afford is only in 
the ſeaſon when the ſun ſhines upon 
them. So though the impreſſions of 
grace are wrought upon the ſoul in 
laſting characters, yet it is only when 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhines upon 
ou own work, that the proofs appear. 
If you queſtion how the ſealings of 
age If | th 
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the Holy Spirit are beſt diſtinguiſhed ? 


I anſwer, principally by their effects. 
The ſealed ſoul is as humble ſoul; in 


whom increaſing affection to the perſon 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will manifeſt 


itſelf, and to all his people, his ordi- 
nances, his ſervice, and his worſhip ; 
and as the mind is weaning from every 
thing earthly, the deſires are tending 


_ upward to thoſe that are heavenly, 


You will very eaſily therefore, by theſe 
ſtandards of character, aſcertain the 


important queſtion. The ſealings of 
the Holy Spirit are amongſt the higheſt 
attainments in the ſpiritual life, and 


yet, in proportion as the ſoul advances 


in grace, it ſinks lower in humility ; 


not unlike the ripened ears of corn, 
which, when fitteſt for harveſt, bend 
the nearer to the earth. Do you find 
ſuch effects in your experience ? As 
the Lord lifts you up in mercy, do you 


- caſt yourſelf down in ſelfabaſements? 


* every ſtep you mount up the 
ladder 
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ladder of grace, doth it lead you to ſee 
clearer the rock whence you are hewn, and 
the hole of the fut from whente you are 
digged ?**—Teſtimonies of this nature 
carry with them the moſt undeniable 
aſſurances of the Spirit's ſealings, and 
folve thoſe problems of vital religion 
which the people of God only under- 
ſtand, but which are inexplicable to 


the whole world beſide; when we fee 


a Patriarch in the very moment of di- 


vine favor moſt abaſed, and an Ahofile © 


who had been caught up to heaven 
moſt ſelf. condemned. If you find (as I 
pray God you may) in your experience 


ſuch correſponding teſtimonies, you 


will enter into a full ſubſcription to 
what the Lord ſays to the Prophet, and 


confeſs, that the higheſt attainments in 


the preſent ſtate induce the effects he 
mentions. Thou ſhalt remember thyſelf, 
and be confounded, and never often thy 
mouth any more, when I am pacified to thee 
oy * Iſaiah li. 1. 
5 Jer 
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| | for all the evil thou haſt done, ſaith 1 
1 Lord God.“ 
[|| | 1 only for the preſent add, may the 
| | review of the evidences [I have brought 
I before you be followed with theſe ef- 
FER feds, and enable you ta make a perſona. 
I application of the divine aſſurance to 
1% 26 your own cafe, with which the Lord 
| | | comforts his church: Ariſe, fine, for 
11 thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord 
| 1 is riſen upon thee. Thy ſun ſhall no more go 
vt down, neither ſhall thy moon withdraw 
1 itſelf, for the Lord ſhall be thine everlaſe- 
I ing light, and thy God thy glory. 
11 


* Exck, xi. 66, + Ila. Is, 1, 2, 199 


LETTER V. 


Having fally accompliſhed the 


purpoſe for which | originally opened 


this correſpondence, in bringing before 
you the evidences of the renewed life, by 
way of forming conſolation in the re- 


view againſt a- dying hour, I ſhould 
have taken leave of the ſubject with 


only once more recommending the 


whole to your moſt earneſt attention, 
and contented myfelt with following it 
up with fervent ſupplications to the 
God of all grace, that his bleſſing might 


render my labours and wiſhes for you 


effectual. But knowing how apt the 


ming is to be raiſing objections and 
fears againſt itfelf, and to doubt, even: 

in the fulleſt evidence, L have re- aſſumed 
the pen, to filence, if poſſible, thoſe 


more general and common prejudices, 


WO: indeed 
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indeed not unfrequently, prompted to 
call in queſtion the whole of experi- 
mental godlineſs, and to fancy it can 


be but a deluſion, even after having ſet 


to his ſeal that God is true. 

Vou have ſeen what a plentiful pro- 
viſion the Lord hath made, in the 
many and various evidences which LI 
have enumerated, for his believing peo- 
ple to feed on in their journey through 
life; and I am perſuaded that in the 
enjoyment of them the faithful follow- 
ers of the Lamb in all ages have kept 
houſe, if I may ſo ſay, and ſat down as 
to a full table, when all outward cir- 
cumſtances have failed, But do not 
from hence imagine that there were no 
ſeaſons in the hiſtories of the moſt emi- 
nent ſaints of God, in which their ſpi- 
Titual food was ſcanty, and the waters 


of the ſanctuary ran low. The people 


of God are uniformly ſuppoſed to be a 


tried people, and exerciſed with a 


5 thouſand fears, * doubts and diffi- 
culties. 
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culties. Elſe why thoſe exceeding great 


and firecious firomiſes with which the 
word of God abounds, but for their 
_ conſolation in ſeaſons of darkneſs? But 
from hence I would deſire to arm you 


with the recollection that theſe exer- 
ciſes are nothing new or uncommon in 


the chriſtian warfare, It is very con- 
ſiſtent in the life of grace to be like the 
 Ahoftles, one day in the mount, enjoying 


the fulleſt aſſurance, and another to be 


full of doubts and miſgivings.* The 
faith of the Patriarch, which at one 
time could give up even his ſon to 


death at the divine command, at an- 


other could not truſt God to reſcue him 


from a temporary danger.* This fluc- 


tuating ſtate, ariſing as it doth from the 
remains of unbelief, and the imperfec- 


tion of grace in the heart ; humiliating 
as it is no doubt to our nature, and 


deſtructive ſometimes as it proves to 


* See Matt. xvii. 4, 20. 
+ Compare Gen. xx. with xii, 
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our higheſt comforts; yet is one of 
theſe things which our compaſſionate 
Redeemer over-rules to the accom- 
pliſhment of great good. For it ſerves 
to teach a man by ſuch experience, yet 
more feelingly the plague of his own heart, 
and in ſuch humbling leſſons of our 
own inſufficiency, it cannot but tend 
to endear the Redeemer the nearer to 
our affections. And indeed ſo far is 


this conflict rightly conſidered, from 


carrying with it cauſes of terror in the 
tear that the whole of our belief is but 
a deluſion, that it ought to be regarded 
as among the moſt poſitive proofs of 


grace in the ſoul. You are ſometimes 


tempted to queſtion the reality of your 
converſion towards God, becauſe none 
of the evidences of the renewed life at 
thai time appear. But let me aſk, 


could you regret the want of them if 


you had not before experienced them? 
How is it poſlible to lament the loſs of 


what we never enjoyed? However 


different 


| TO HIS CHILDREN, 137 
different the feelings are between the 
manifeſtation of the Spirit's gracious 
influence on the ſoul, and the hiding 


of his countenance. Certainly the ſoul 


mourning his abſence, as much as when 
rejoicing in his preſence, is grace in 


exerciſe, and affords a precious evi- 


dence of the ſoul's adoption to God. 


I cannot perhaps more effectually 


anſwer the object J have in view, in 
ſilencing all apprehenſions and fears 


ariſing from this quarter, than by re- 


ferring you to the book of God for the 
example of holy men in paſt ages in 
ſimilar ſituations. For when you ſee 
that ſuch caſes are not unuſual in the 


lives of the faithful, it will not only 
tend to reconcile you to your trials, but 
ſerve to convince you, I hope, that it 


is among the family features of God's 
children, 


The hiſtory of the Church itſelf, upon 


various occaſions, is very inſtructive to 
this purpole. JI ſaid ad the Church 
. 3 | in | 
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our higheſt comforts; yet is one of 
theſe things which our compaſſionate 
Redeemer over-rules to the accom- 
pliſhment of great good. For it ſerves 
to teach a man by ſuch experience, yet 
more feelingly lde plague of his own heart, 


and in ſuch humbling leſſons of our 


own mfufticiency, it cannot but tend 


to endear the Redeemer the nearer to 


our affections. And indeed fo far is 


this conflict rightly conſidered, from 
Carrying with it cauſes of terror in the 
fear that the whole of our belief is but 

a deluſion, that it ought to be regarded 


as among the moſt poſitive proofs of 


grace in the foul. You are ſometimes 
tempted to queſtion the reality of your 


converſion towards God, becauſe none 
of the evidences of the renewed life at 
thai time appear. But let me aſk, 


could your regret the want of them if 


you had not before experienced them ? 
How is it poſſible to lament the loſs of 
what we never enjoyed? However 

| different 
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different the feelings are between the 
manifeſtation of the Spirit's gracious 


influence on the ſoul, and the hiding 


of his countenance. Certainly the foul 
mourning his abſence, as much as when 


rejoicing in his preſence, is grace in 


exerciſe, and affords a precious evi- 
dence of the ſoul's adoption to God. 

J cannot perhaps more effectually 
anſwer the object ] have in view, in 
filencing all apprehenſions and fears 
| ariſing from this quarter, than by re- 
ferring you to the book of God for the 


example of holy men in paſt ages in 


ſimilar fituations. For when you ſee 
that ſuch caſes are not unuſual in the 
lives of the faithful, it will not only 
tend to reconcile you to your trials, but 
ſerve to convince you, I hope, that it 
is among the family features of God's 
children, 


The hiſtory of the Church itſelf, upon 


various occaſions, is very inſtructive to 


this Purpoſe. I ſaid (ſays the Church 
| * * 8 in 
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in a time when comforts .ran low) my 


Areugtii and my hope is fierifhed from the 


Lord.—But yet as a proof that it was 


only fears, and not the real ſtate of the 


caſe, the immediately adds,in the ſame 
breath, remembering mine aſliction and my 
mifery, the wormwood and the gall, my 
foul hath them ſtill in remembrance, and 
Is humbled in me. This I recall to mind, 


aud therefore have I le. As if the. 
had faid, remembering the gracious 


dealings of God with my ſoul in the 
ſeaſons of conviction and converſion, 
though preſent aſſurances are gone, yet 


1 have thoſe former manifeſtations of 


divine mercy, and therefore cannot but 


hope. And upon a ſimilar inſtance, in 
another period of the Church's hiſtory, 


we find, that in the very moment 4a! 
Zion ſaid the Lord hath forſaken me, and 
my God hath forgotten me, ſhe had been 
calling upon the heavens, and the earth, 
and the mountains, to ſing and be joyful, 
* Lamentations, iii. 10, de. 
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becauſe the Lord had comforted his peqile, 
and would have mercy ion his afllifted. 1 
And as in the experience of the Church 
in general, ſo we find the ſame uniform 
teſtimony of believers in particular. 
David tells us that in li, hafte he faid ail 
men were liars er 1 fall ſurely periſh (fa ys 
he) one day by the hand of Saul.} But 
yet David could and did declare, that 
though he walked through the valley of the 
Shadow of death he would fear uo evil, for 
his heart was fixed truſting in the Lord. 
I faid indeed (ſays he) I am caft out of the 


fight of thine eyes, But to thew his at 


ſurance in the very moment of doubt- 
ing, he inſtantly ſubjoins, neverthele/s 
thou heardeft the voice of my firayer when 
1 cried unto thee. And under the ful- 
leſt perſuaſion he tries to animate all 
true believers to the ſame confidence. O 
fear the Lord all ye his ſaints, for they that 


fear him lack nothing, In like manner 


„ Tfaiah xlix. 13. 14. 5 + Pſalm exvi. $16. 
l t 1 Sam. xxvii. Is | 
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the Apoſtle Paul is another eminent ex- 
ample of the ſame kind. He had his 
ſeaſons of triumph in the ſtrength of 
faith equal to any man, and he had 


his hours of deſpondency and fear alfo. 


From the ſame voice which defies all 
created power 70 ſeharate him from the 
Jove of God which is in Chrift Jeſus the 
Lord, we have that mournful queſtion 


ariſing from the very bottom of his 
heart; O wretched man that I am, who 


fall deliver me from the body of this 
death £ From theſe few inſtances which 


I have produced you fee how very con- 


ſiſtent with a ſtate of general afſurance 
occaſional doubts are ariſing, as they do, 
out of the remains of unbelief and cor- 
ruption in the heart; ſo that it is no 
uncommon thing, in the experience of 
a true belieyer, at one time to call all 
the promiſes his own, to triumph in 


the divine faithfulneſs, and to be baſk- 
ing in the full ſunſhine of the light of 
the divine countenance ; and ſhortly 


: IE | after 
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after to be brought under ſuch a cloud 


of temptation, as to queſtion whether he 
had ever any intereſt in Chrift, but like 
David to fancy himſelf caſt out of the 
Sight of God's eyes. LOR 
But if thoſe occaſional diftreſles of 
the ſoul be productive of the bleſſed 
effects they are intended to accompliſh, 


and which before remarked, namely, 


to give the fazer deeper views of the 
corruption of his own heart, thereby to 


endear the Saviour the more abundantly 


to his affections, they are then what 
Paul calls light affiifions of a moment, 
and which in the very ſcaſon of their 
operation, by a ſpiritual chemiſtry, be- 
come converted into goad, in working 


out a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory, They come like meflengers of 


ſadneſs, but in diſguiſe ; which, when 
throwing aſide their garments, and 
opening the ſacred purpoſes of their 


conimiltion, explain the Lord's tender 


concern for his people. For @ ſinali 


moment 
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moment have I forſaken thee, but with 


great mercy will I gather tlee.— In a little 


wrath I hid my face from thee for à mo- 
ment, but with everlaſting kindneſs will 7 
have mercy on thee, faith the Lord thy 
Redeemer. 

Though I conceive ſuch views ought 


to reconcile every true believer to the 


moſt trying moments of darkneſs, when 


once convinced that the Lord hath be- 


gun the work of grace in the foul, yet 
I know full well ſuch is the ſtate of the 


human mind, that the higheſt faith is 


not proof againſt all the various ſtra- 
tagems by which the enemy enters in 
at that traiterous gate of unbelief which 


is in every man's heart. — And were! 
to call upon you to come forward with 


every objection which this heart of un- 
belief foſters in ſecret againſt itſelf, it 
would form, I fear, a much larger 


volume than the one I now ſend you, 


ſo as to enumerate the ſeveral doubts 


and W SNIn " the deſponding 


mind, 
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mind, and to anſwer them ſatisfaQtorily. 
To hear how the Lord's people are 


calling continually in queſtion every 


evidence which God in mercy bath af- 
forded them of the renewed life: ar- 
guing their want of faith in the very 
moment of believing; pleading the 
hardneſs of their heart in the very ſea- 
ſon of growing under a ſenſe of it ; and 


ſuppoſing that they are abandoned by 
God when their anxiety for his favour 


loudly proclaims that grace 1s then in 
exerciſe, in defiring hat favour more 


than life itſels Methinks I hear you 


ſay, even while I am writing, is it poſ- 
ſible that a work of grace is begun in 
my heart, when I find ſo much cor- 


ruption lurking under my beſt actions? 
Could I live at ſuch a diſtance from the 


Lord, as I find by woeful experience I 


do, if the Lord poſſeſſed the firſt place 
in my eſteem? Could I be ſo dead 


and indifferent, as I too frequently find 


my heart, to things eternal, if things 
temporal 
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temporal had not the aſcendancy over 
me? The world, like a tide, waſhes 
away my time, my thoughts, my affec- 
tions, and even in thoſe ſolemn mo- 


ments, when drawing nigh the throne 
of grace to enjoy communion with 


God, I too often find that when du 
do good evil is fireſent with me. A croud 
of vain thoughts breaks in upon me, 
and follows me as cloſe as the ſhadow 
does the ſubſtance. Can ſuch a ſtate 
be conſiſtent with a life of grace ?— 
Yes! Such complaints are as old as the 
Church of Jeſus itſelf ; they have been 


the uniform language of all his people 


time immemorial, andrenewed from age 
to age. And were you capable in the 
feaforis when they are moſt oppreſſive 
upon you to analize them, you would 
perceive how in a great meaſure they re- 
fute themſelves.—Could you complain 
of corrufition ſtill remaining in you if the 


heart was obdurate? Could you lament 


the diſtance at which you live from 
5 God 
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God, if your deſires were not awaken- 


ed after greater «cloſeneſs of commu- 
nion? Could you mourn over a world- 


ly-minded heart, if that heart really 


found its chief pleaſure from the 
world? Do you not obſerve, in the 
very principles of the complains them- 


ſelves, that they are your greateſt bur— 


den and diſtreſs. And if even a crowd 
of vain thoughts break in upon you in 
ſeaſons of devotion, are they not rather 


the unavoidable intruſion of unbidden, 
unwelcome viſitors, than invited gueſts. 


Let me beg of you, only to be juſt 
both tothe Lord, and to yourſelf, in a 
proper eſtimate of things as they really 


are, and you will then find that the 


diſtreſſed heart, like the jaundiced eye 
viewing things under falſe mediums, 


gives a colour to the ſeveral objects it 
beholds, which doth not belong to 
them, but is in fact in itſelf. In ſhort, 


to ſouls within the bond of the cove- 
nant, were your fears as numerous as 
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the ſand on the ſea ſhore, they may all 


be brought within the compaſs of three: 


the fear of our enemies, the fear of God, 
and the fear of ourſelves, The fear of 


what our enemies can do, is altogether 


ill-founded, for the promiſe is, that 10 
weapon formed againſt thee fhall proſper; 
but if the enemy comes in like a flood the 
Hfirit of the Lord ſhall lift ii a flandard 
againſt him. And if a believing ſoul. 


can ſay, the Lord is on my fide, he may 
always add, I will not fear what ma! 


can do unto me. You cannot fear that 
the Lord will forſake you, for he hat!. 


ſaid, I will never leave thee nor forſake 
thee, I will not (ſays God) turn away 


from them to do them good, Ves! but 
you ſay you ſear that you ſhall tur 
away from the Lord. — No! ſays God 


in the ſame bleſſed promiſe, I oill G 


my fear in them that they fhall not depar: 
from me. You fee how graciouſly the 
Lord provides for his people's ſafety, 
28 well as his own faithfulneſs, in Which 

their 
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their ſecurity lies. Away then, I charge 


you, with all your unbelieving fears, 
and bring no more objections againſt 
the precious promiſes of the Lord's un- 


changing love to his people. Rather 
aſſume the confidence of the wife of 


Monaak, and ſay, in language like her's, 


but with much greater cauſe of aſſu- 
rance, it the . Lord had not intended 


mercy, never would he have ſhewn us 


ſuch things, and things which e 


{ati vation. 


And now what ſhall I add more on 


a ſubject ſo very ſolemn, intereſting, 


and tender? Let me only refreſh your 
memory once again, with the recollec- 
tion that what is here offered is the laſt 
advice of the Father, in the night of 
death, before he goes hence to be no more 


ſeen. L have conſidered myſelf, indeed 


all along, as riſing with thankfulneſs 
from the ſupper of life, and waiting 


with my lighted taper in my hand for 
the Maſter s call to reſt ;\but knowing 
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your hour of ſleep to be approaching, I 
have pauſed before I bid you farewel, 
to tell you of the ſoſteſt chambers of 
repoſe to hem who fleep in Jeſus, My 
lateſt breath will be a prayer to God, 
that he may give you grace to live in 
the poſſeſſion of thoſe evidences of the 
renewed life, that your death may be 
in full aſſurance of glory. —Farewel. 
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